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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Bringing voices together

Visual and performing arts have long been among
Wooster’s great strengths. Our programs are characteristically “Wooster”—exceptionally high quality
and also open to all students, regardless of major.
It’s inspiring to listen to our superb jazz and marching bands, the soaring music of our award-winning
chorus and symphony, or the moving rendition of “Lift
Ev’ry Voice and Sing” arranged and sung by our newest a cappella group, Scots in Harmony. What’s more is
realizing that the students performing are also brilliant
scientists, historians, linguists—studying in every field.
It’s that combination of access and excellence, bringing
together many fields of study and modes of expression,
that makes the arts at Wooster so important to achieving
our mission.
In my first fall at Wooster I had the privilege of attending
a performance of Learning Curve at the Albany Park
Theater Project (APTP) in Chicago, Illinois, with associate
director Maggie Popadiak ’05. APTP is a transformative
organization, which brings young people from immigrant
and working-class families across Chicago into a highintensity theatre community, creating and performing
original work and giving voice to stories not often told.
Learning Curve was immersive and powerful, and changed
my thinking in ways that have stayed with me. I was
delighted when several of the high-school actors applied, and then came to Wooster, bringing their great
skills and vision to our theatre and dance programs.
Our students are part of a tremendous range of artistic
endeavors. They are led and mentored by our superb

2 WOOSTER | WINTER 2020

faculty, whose performances, composition, direction, and
productions enrich our campus and make an impact around
the world.
That impact has resulted in recent accolades for many
Wooster faculty, including Jimmy Noriega, whose production
of Women of Ciudad Juárez has been performed on five
continents, and was honored at this year’s International
Theatre Festival in Pune, India; Marina Mangubi, who
presented her art by invitation in Siena, Italy this fall; Jack
Gallagher, whose compositions continue to be performed
around the world; Josephine Wright, who was awarded
the highest honor in American Musicology in November; and Lisa Wong, who has been appointed director
of the world-renown Cleveland Orchestra Choruses.
Through the arts, our students gain a fuller understanding
of themselves, as well as of individuals, cultures, and
histories beyond their own experience. They learn to tell
their own stories, to walk in the shoes of others, and to
connect deeply to bring many voices together.
These opportunities are quintessential aspects of a liberal
arts education that broaden students’ perspectives beyond
measure, helping them see the world through new eyes
and prepare for lives of purpose and extraordinary impact.

Sarah R. Bolton
President

Enriched by Artistic Opportunities
Alumni and students learn to understand and communicate through expression

The annual fall dance concert of the Department of Theatre and Dance
featured student choreographers, and student lighting and costume designers.
WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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Enriched
The
arts music, performance,
theatre, visual—saturate every aspect of
—

our lives, our culture, and our experiences
in the world. Whether we’re seeing a stage
production, watching a live musician,
walking through a gallery, reading a book,
catching a movie, or even singing along
with a commercial, artists connect with
audiences in so many ways. For many
artists, it starts with themselves. It starts
with a love of the craft, of performing, of
drawing, of creating, but when they study
to become musicians, designers, actors, or
writers, they develop an ability to relate
to their work and communicate with the
world around them.

“Wooster prepared me to be an artist
without me even realizing it,” said Dan
Darling ’00, a novelist and English alumnus. “Wooster cooked so many artistic
qualities into me: a love of language, an
understanding of literature, attention to
history and culture. More than anything,
Wooster built empathy for others into the
curriculum, which is the most important
quality of a storyteller and human being.”
Many graduates from arts programs
at The College of Wooster say the experience they had studying in a number of
different disciplines added to the artists
they’ve become. Kat Hartman ’03, a studio
art graduate, thinks of arts education as a
“comfortable place in academia where you
naturally reference other subject areas.”
Even more, alumni say that the broad
experience they had made them stronger
artists and added depth to the way they’re
able to tell stories through their work.
This issue features alumni artists who’ve
honed their craft and highlights some of
the amazing artistic enrichment opportunities students and the Wooster community
experienced this fall.
4
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The Department of Theatre and Dance presented “The Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time,” directed by Shirley Huston-Findley.

Thi Bui, author of the summer reading for new Wooster students, speaks with a class about
her award-winning illustrated memoir The Best We Could Do.

The Wooster Chorus, an ensemble comprised of students from all academic areas, received two
awards this fall: second-place in the Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for the Performance of American
Music and third-place for The American Prize in Choral Performance (college/university division).

Wooster Symphony Orchestra performed a holiday concert in December.

Students take the stage at McGaw Chapel to showcase their different cultures
through dance and musical performances at the annual Culture Show, part of
International Education Week.

President Sarah Bolton leads the Scot Marching Band
down Beall Avenue during Black and Gold Weekend.
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Behind the Music
Music alumna trains performers to inform artistic choices

Elizabeth West Marvin ’77, professor of music theory at Eastman School of Music, and her student run
music cognition experiments in Eastman’s Music Cognition Lab. Photo: J. Adam Fenster, University of Rochester.
6
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Anyone
who
goes under the knife for extensive

brain surgery “would want to come out
walking and talking,” said Elizabeth
(Betsy) West Marvin ’77, a music theorist who recently consulted with a team
at the University of Rochester Medical
Center whose patient, a professional
saxophonist, had a large brain tumor.
“For people with specialized skills, as
with an accountant who needs high
level numerical reasoning or a craftsman or artist who needs fine finger
dexterity, with a musician we needed to
ensure that he would continue to have
strong musical processing in the brain
after surgery,” Marvin said. Because the
saxophonist’s tumor was located in a
part of the brain previously shown to be
critical for processing music, the team
asked her to develop a test that could
be used before and after the surgery to
determine whether the result successfully
preserved music functioning. Once she
became involved, “I realized they wanted something that could be used during
the surgery as well,” she said. “This type
of neurosurgery is awake brain surgery.
They put the patient to sleep to open up
the skull and expose the brain, and then
they wake him up to respond in real time
to tasks as the surgeon is working.”
Marvin, professor of music theory at
the Eastman School of Music, used
her background and research in music
theory and cognition to develop tests
that would allow the surgeons to determine when the musical processing in
the musician’s brain had been disrupted
as they electrically stimulated different
locations in the brain. “When I tell the

story to my students,” said Marvin, “I
always say, here’s a place where my
practical training in sight singing and
aural skills really paid off. It was my job
to listen to him humming those melodies
and tell the surgeon whether music had
been disrupted in that spot or not.”
Like other music theorists, Marvin’s
interest in music began as a performer.
She grew up singing in the youth choir
and playing the organ in the church
where her father served as a Presbyterian
minister in Chevy Chase, Maryland. With
The College of Wooster’s Presbyterian
heritage, the College made an obvious
choice for her, especially based on the
strong reputation of the music program.
“When I got there, I knew I wanted
to major in music, but I didn’t know
what specialty within music,” she said,
acknowledging that she “flirted with
different types of music majors” including
music education, voice, and others before
majoring in music theory and composition as well as organ performance. She
found the skills she took away including,
music theory and sight reading, classes
in French and German (very important
languages for a singer) as well as critical
reading and writing prepared her for her
later studies. She took advantage of a
German study program in Vienna, where
she took an art history course and gained
experience navigating a foreign country.
She also traveled with the Wooster Chorus and with then organ professor Jack
Russell, to play and learn about different
organs, their structure, and history.
Marvin found the liberal arts context
for the music major at Wooster helpful

WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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“I’m very interested in the ways that musical analysis informs musical performance

Above Marvin teaches Music and the Mind with University of Rochester’s Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences
including students who aren’t music majors. Photo: Brandon Vick, University of Rochester
8
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and how I as their theory teacher can help them shape a better artistic product.”
–Elizabeth West Marvin ‘77

in taking courses outside of music—an
experience she continues to value today
as a professor of music theory at Eastman, part of the University of Rochester,
another school that embraces the balance
of the liberal arts. As a student studying
music, she explained, “It’s very easy
to become completely focused on only
music and to spend many hours in the
practice room honing your craft.” While
these hours are invaluable, Marvin also
stressed the importance of “context that
informs your performance decisions so
that you’re not mimicking other people or flying by the seat of your pants,
but you have a reason for the artistic
choices that you make.” Building this
context includes, “music history and
music theory but then the broader circle
of study like languages, psychology,
history, and so on. Together, this context gives you a wider understanding,”
Marvin said. Developing this liberal arts
background allows students to become
“well-rounded musicians who can think,
speak, and provide context, and who
are not so very narrowly trained in only
performance or only composition.”
After completing her degree at Wooster,
Marvin earned her master’s and doctoral
degrees at Eastman in music theory. “All
music theorists start out as performers,
but they become intrigued with what
makes music tic, the science and linguistics of music,” she said. In addition
to being in a profession that constantly
surrounds her with music and great
performances, Marvin enjoys her role
in training young musicians to develop
concrete skills including being able to
read, sing, and write down melodies,
and on a deeper level helping them
to become stronger performers. “I’m
in contact with young musicians just

starting out in their careers and helping
them shape their view of musical structure and musical skills,” she said. “I’m
very interested in the ways that musical
analysis informs musical performance
and how I as their theory teacher can help
them shape a better artistic product.”
Understanding how students learn
about music led Marvin to dive deeper
into the cognitive steps the brain uses to
process, understand, and produce music,
and more specifically, to her research in
music cognition. For example, she studies
absolute pitch or “the ability to identify or
produce a note by name just by hearing
it without an external reference like a
piano or instrument,” she explained, a
skill considered rare on a worldwide
scale but more common among students
at music schools. When she first began
teaching, she said, “I had to teach in
classrooms where there were some kids
with absolute pitch and many without
and try to figure out the differences
between ways one group of students
processes music and the way others do.”
Pursuing a greater understanding of how
students learn and develop as musicians
is a theme throughout all of her research,
“but it turns out people who are not
musicians are very interested in this too,”
Marvin said. Many of her colleagues are
“using music as a way to shed light on
all kinds of cognitive processing issues.
In cognitive science, for example, they’re
interested in absolute pitch partly because
it sheds light on genetics and the role of
learning, maturation, and other developmental aspects of growing up,” she said.
Holding a secondary appointment with
the University of Rochester’s Department
of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, Marvin
has the opportunity to teach students

WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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Behind the
Music
How do you see the arts changing
who may be studying physics or engineering but also have a love for music.
Her position with the University of
Rochester led to her invitation to consult
with the University of Rochester Medical
Center team when they discovered the
tumor in the brain of a professional saxophonist and music teacher. As the surgeon
stimulated different areas in the brain,
they had the patient repeat back sentences
and hum back melodies to check whether music or languages were impaired.
“When music was disrupted it was really
disrupted,” said Marvin. “He was really
unable to find the starting pitch, and he
would hunt around in his voice and sing
the wrong notes. He knew something
was wrong, but he was unable to sing it
correctly. It was really quite striking.”
Marvin also worked with the musician to
choose a piece he could play on his saxophone safely during the surgery after the
tumor was removed. While his brain was
still exposed, the patient played the piece
“flawlessly,” Marvin recalled, explaining
that collaborating on the surgery that
brought together specialists in so many
areas to serve the patient was “an amazing day in [her] research life.”

Alumni in the visual, performing, and creative arts
share their thoughts on trends and changes in
their fields.
More and more classicallytrained musicians are carving
out their own path in music
playing other styles and genres
of music in addition to classical,
masterfully using social media
to help spread their art and
expose their music to
thousands of people.
–Kimberly McDonough ’17,
professional violinist,
teacher

The publication field is
changing rapidly with the
dominance of e-books,
the ease of self-publishing,
and the explosion of diversity
among writers. But a story
is still a story: people are
looking for a character they
can relate to, a place they can
envision, and emotions they
can feel. That will never change.
–Dan Darling ’00, Novelist
and Instructor, English
Department, Normandale
Community College

10
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There’s been an explosion
of serious scholarship on
popular music by people of
all genders and races, and
that’s opening up the field in
important ways. For example,
as an author of The Musician’s
Guide to Theory and Analysis, a
music theory textbook, in the
fourth edition, every chapter
will have a piece composed by
a woman; we’re adding more
music by people of diverse
ethnicities and really looking
at pop music in its own right
to identify the harmonic
progressions and formal
designs that are different
from classical music.
–Elizabeth West Marvin ’77,
Professor of Music Theory,
Eastman School of Music

in today’s world?

One of the unfortunate
changes we’re seeing is
everything moving online.
Experiencing it through a
digital environment is different
from sitting in a theatre with
other human beings and having
an exchange with those human
beings in a common experience. It
doesn’t have the same impact as
live performance. We’re going to
come to a saturation point in our
experience in which we will long
for that experience, and we will
swing back and seek it out again.
–Jonathan Becker ’86,
Artistic Director,
North American Laboratory
for the Performing Arts

It’s important to know and
understand the cannon that
shapes the field, but it’s also
really important to acknowledge
the voices that are missing.
With immersive theatre, we’re
heightening the voices of
people of color. It allows
people to connect on a
deeper level of humanity.
–Maggie Popadiak ’05,
Associate Director and
Director of School-Based
Programs, Albany Park
Theatre Project

Erie Mills ’75:
Acknowledging Her
Wooster Experience
From the moment Erie Mills ‘75
arrived on campus as a student at The
College of Wooster, she felt completely
“steeped in music,” and she loved it.
“The technical ability that I got in those
four years put me in a good place for
the rest of my career and I sang for
25 years,” said Mills, who in addition
to 25 years as a critically acclaimed
worldwide opera performer, also taught
on the music faculty at San Jose State
University and became an expert in the
area of English diction, teaching and
coaching performers to ensure their
words are understood. Today, she serves
as artistic director for Livermore Valley
Opera, a small opera company outside
San Francisco, continues to teach private
vocal lessons, and acts as a diction coach
for several larger opera houses around
the country. Mills credits Wooster with
providing the experience she needed to
succeed, an experience she wants to help
other people have too.
From piano and voice lessons, to performing and participating in the choir,
listening to performances, and even
attending two or three Cleveland Orchestra concerts every year, “we were always
busy doing something,” she said of
earning her Bachelor of Music degree
at the College. She also had the opportunity to be involved in musical theatre
productions. “Performing so much
allowed me to become comfortable on
stage, learn where the lights were, and
how to move on stage,” she said. “I received so much wonderful experience.”
All the training she received allowed
her to “train her muscles,” in a way that
supported her as a musician. After graduating from Wooster, Mills earned her
master’s in music in vocal performance
at University of Illinois and started her
career at age 23 with roles as daughters
and young maids, performing in major
opera houses around the world including the Metropolitan Opera, Vienna
Staatsoper, English National Opera,

San Francisco Opera, Santa Fe Opera,
New York City Opera, and many others.
As she launched a career of more than
40 years performing and instructing, she
also began a commitment to give back
to support Wooster students, giving
to The Wooster Fund every year since
her graduation. “I really believe in the
College and want to give back. I started
giving whatever I could,” she said. “It’s
important for people to acknowledge
they had a really good experience and
want to help other people have it too.” In
addition to supporting The Wooster Fund,
Mills and her husband, Thomas Rescigno,
made the College a partial beneficiary
of their estate, a commitment that will
support future students interested in
becoming vocalists. “I would hate to think
that someone who wanted to go to The
College of Wooster wouldn’t be able to go
because of money,” Mills added. “I would
always hope that there would be a way to
help them if they want to go.”
To start a conversation about supporting
Wooster students, contact Carolyn Ciriegio,
Office of Advancement at advancement@
wooster.edu or 330.263.2075.
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A Home for Every Singer

by Eleanor Linafelt ’20

Wooster’s
groups
provide
community
and creativity
Wooster’svaried
varieda acappella
cappella
groups
provide
community
and creativity

One
sevenfall
a cappella
groups of
at the
Wooster,
Scots inofHarmony
has grown
The of
annual
dance concert
Department
Theatre and
Dance from three to 15
members
in the last
year as they prepared
to compete
in an
competition.
featured student
choreographers,
and student
lighting
andinternational
costume designers
18
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“A cappella gives you a different place to just sing and have fun.”
–Rondell MacKey ’22

It
may come as
a surprise that The College of Wooster,

known for a robust music department,
has seven student-led a cappella groups.
Whether treble-voiced, tenor bass-voiced,
or mixed-voice, each of the a cappella
groups present offerings distinct from
the academic musical opportunities on
campus and from one another, serving
to further promote the musical scene on
campus.
Rondell MacKey ’22, the president of
Scots in Harmony, among the newest
a cappella groups, spoke to the importance of having a space to sing that is
unconnected to academics, especially at a
rigorous school like Wooster. “A cappella
brings a different atmosphere to Wooster
only because it’s very academics, academics, academics here. It gives you a
different place to just sing and have fun,”
he said. Spencer Coffman ’20, a neuroscience major and president of the only
all-tenor bass group Merry Kuween of
Skots, added, “It’s a great way to have an
outlet for singing where you don’t feel
pressured or stressed to perform as well
as if you were doing a jury,” as when students are assessed for music performance
classes. “You can really have fun with it.”
Only three of the 14 members of COWBelles, a treble-voiced a cappella group,
are music majors and president Dzifa
Adjei ’20, a psychology major with a philosophy minor, emphasized that members
do not have to be in chorus to be in the
group. “The group is a creative outlet for
people who might not be interested necessarily in formal choral music,” she said.
Wooster’s a cappella groups perform
throughout the year at events that also

differ from the other musical offerings on
campus. Scots in Harmony performed at
the Multicultural Stoling Ceremony; Merry Kuween of Skots and COWBelles have
collaborated for holiday concerts, and all
have given individual performances on
request. “A lot of people know who we
are and come to our performances, and
it’s really sweet and nice,” Adjei said. “It
gives me a warm fuzzy feeling that people tend to like us and care about what
we’re doing.”
Within the seven a cappella groups on
campus, MacKey, who hasn’t declared
his major but is considering Africana
studies with a political science minor, believes that “there’s a home for everyone.”
And “home” seems to be the perfect
word to describe Wooster a cappella.
While each group offers a very different
type of community, they are all centered
around fostering strong relationships
between members.
Coffman said that a shared sense of
satirical humor is what brings Merry
Kuween of Skots together, a group that
he describes as goofy but dedicated to
sounding good. “During auditions we
look not only for whether you can sing
but can your humor and your personality blend with the group as well?” he
explained. “We look for people who will
contribute to our sound and also to our
community.”
Adjei has also found a strong sense of
community through COWBelles, not
through shared humor, like Merry Kuween of Skots, but rather through going
through difficult experiences together.
When one of their former members
passed away from cancer a number of
years ago, the group decided to start

WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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“We look for people who will contribute not only to our sound but also to our

Merry Kuween of Skots, Wooster’s only alltenor bass group of singers on campus,
performs for College retirees.

COWBelles, a collection of treble-voiced singers,
maintains a tradition of lending their vocal talents
to events for local organizations like Relay for
Life or OneEighty.
20
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community.”

–Spencer Coffman ’20

the tradition of singing at the Relay for
Life event that is held on campus every
year in her honor. “There are also lots of
Belles whose lives have been affected by
cancer,” Adjei said, and the event is “one
of the most important things that we do.”
A more recent tradition that COWBelles
has started is hosting an annual benefit
concert for OneEighty, a local nonprofit
organization committed to eliminating
sexual violence. “We try to use our voices,
literally, in some way that supports the
things we care about,” Adjei said.
None of the a cappella groups, with the
exception of Scots in Harmony, compete,
meaning that they are not involved in the
International Championship of Collegiate
A Cappella (ICCA) competition. Last year,
when MacKey arrived at Wooster from a
high school a cappella group that made
it to the final round of the international
competition, he found that none of the six
a cappella groups on campus had

that competitive aspect. Scots in Harmony,
which grew from three students last year
to 15 members, has established a strong
reputation on campus. With a focus on
gaining exposure and growing membership for their young group last year, Scots
in Harmony submitted their first try-out
video this year to Varsity Vocals, the company that runs ICCA. Of more than 350
groups who auditioned and 50 who were
accepted, Scots in Harmony was one of 10
to perform at the quarterfinals in January
on the Case Western Reserve University
campus.
Even though Scots in Harmony is the
seventh a cappella group at Wooster, this
collection of competitive singers only adds
to the variety. Whether students want to
laugh, find support, or take their talents
to a competition, all while singing in a
non-academic context, there’s an a cappella
group on campus that can offer that.

“The group is a creative outlet for people
who might not be interested necessarily
in formal choral music.” -Dzifa Adjei ’20

With his interest in competitive
a cappella, Rondell MacKey ’22
started Scots in Harmony, the
only group on campus to
compete in the ICCA.
WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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Translating Complex Data for Greater
Studio art alumna finds niche at intersection of art and analysis

Kat Hartman ’03 partnered with The Work
Department, a design and strategy firm in
Detroit, to create a group of illustrations to
raise awareness about the three major options
for affordable pre-school for low-income families
in Detroit: Head Start, the Great Start Readiness
Program and a statewide Child Care Subsidy.
Illustrations provided by Hartman

22
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Comprehension
In
a world where technology is making the sets of information and

available data larger and more complicated, being able to break up that information
so that it’s easier to digest is a skill high in
demand. Kat Hartman ’03, currently director of innovation and emerging technology
for the City of Detroit, specializes in taking
large amounts of information and creating
a visual that the audience can understand.
A studio art major at The College of
Wooster, Hartman has always taken an
interest in the “social impact of any sort of
artistic thinking.” Though multidisciplined
or as she would say “interested in everything,” the arts have always been a “sweet
spot academically” for Hartman. She knew
studying art with a liberal arts approach
at Wooster would be the right fit for her,
combined with her interest in an applied
research opportunity through Independent
Study.
In Hartman’s experience, arts education
lends itself well to referencing other subject
areas. “It becomes a place where you can
integrate ideas and find out how they
might be interdependent,” she said, even
asserting that she took the minimum number of arts classes for the major. “It was
important to me to spend as much time
as possible outside the art school classes,”
gaining experience in other areas such as
history, economics, and biology.
Initially focused on wood sculpture, she
worked closely with Walter Zurko, the
Eugene and Charlene Derge Endowed Professor in Art and Art History, who works
primarily with the same medium. “Kat
was a quintessential I.S. student: creative,
curious, and motivated to explore new
areas of interest and research—in this case,
the inter-dependent relationship between

image and word,” Zurko said. “Most importantly, she provided an opportunity to
experience true co-mentorship, as I learned
so much from Kat and her project that I
later designed a first-year seminar around
graphic novels.”
Her I.S. research project, “Pussy Comics:
An Exploration of Speech, Gender, and
Caricature in the Sequential Art Medium,”
explored feminist iconography through the
use of cartoons to express frustrations with
a male-dominated society by creating her
own cartoon character.
“I came to Wooster to work with wood
sculpture and ended up in illustration,
and Walter was engaged and excited in the
entire adventure and exploration from start
to finish in a way that was really supportive and meaningful to me,” she said.
Zurko’s support aided Hartman as she
thought more about her art, her career,
and the work she saw herself doing in the
world. “Studying a lot of things and being
exposed to new ideas introduced me to
that big picture vision and had me wondering. ‘Do I actually want to create three-dimensional objects for a gallery? Is that the
space that I want my work to occupy?’”
Hartman said. She decided instead to focus
on illustration, or the mass production of
affordable art objects that people could
own and interact with on their own terms.
“Once I decided that was what I wanted to
do, I had to learn how to do that.”
In addition to learning the basics of drawing and design, Hartman developed her
strength for “project-based” work. “With
I.S., we essentially create a thesis or problem statement, saying this is what I want to
figure out and then figure it out,” she said.
Her biggest takeaway from I.S. was “the
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“It was important to me to spend as much time as possible outside
the art school classes.” – Kat Hartman ’03

ability to take massive amounts of information and figure out how to organize and
distill it.”
In her time at the College, she also had the
opportunity to travel with then economics professor James Warner to Ethiopia.
She worked with him on a project for the
Bureau of Finance and Economic Development of Amhara to develop an illustrated,
participatory budget and planning manual. “It was the first opportunity where
I wasn’t researching ways to express my
own identity. I was actually researching
policy and a way to make it meaningful to
have real social impact on humans outside
of myself. It was moving from internal
reflection to service of others and using
design to do that.”
The experience with Warner mirrored
the work Hartman continues to do in her
career, working with a variety of clients to
break down information for their audiences. Hartman described herself as a “translator that helps communicate complexity
from one area of study to another.” As an
individual consultant, she worked with
developers, data analysts, and data scientists to figure out what stories they were
trying to tell and help them to visualize
and tell it better to nonprofit leaders, city
residents, or business leaders.
She explains that “visualization is a form
of analysis that is not always obvious” and
“being able to visualize that complexity
is a really powerful tool.” She typically
starts with large amounts of information

and works to recognize patterns, identify
trends, and develop visual tools that make
the ideas easier for the audience to understand. For example, she explained one
project where she worked with Excellence
Schools Detroit to help residents navigate
a complex set of educational opportunities
(see illustration on previous page). “There
were a number of subsidized education options people might qualify for but none of
the info was in one place and they couldn’t
compare options,” she said. “We had to
process hundreds of policy documents to
come up with a minimal data set to present
it in a fairly straightforward way.”
In her role with the City of Detroit,
Hartman works with her team to make
data more accessible and transparent in a
multitude of ways. “We’re allowing users
to explore that data in a way that’s more
accessible and more user friendly than a
spreadsheet,” she said. “A lot of what I do
in my work is try to develop a big picture,
systems level view of things, and a lot of
that came from being at a liberal arts place
where you’re forced to make those kinds
of connections and develop a big picture
view. It’s not just about passing a test.
How do I process all this different information, summarize it, and take something
real away from it?”
What Hartman enjoys most about her
work is “taking something very complicated and boring to most folks and presenting it in a way that’s engaging
and intriguing.”

“Visualization is a form of analysis that is not
always obvious and being able to visualize
that complexity is a really powerful tool.”
							–Kat Hartman ’03
24
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Communicating through the mask
Theatre and dance alumnus built foundation for career in physical performance

Jonathan Becker ’86 (right), who trains actors to use masks in performance, also makes masks through his commercial website
Theater-Masks.com that has sold over 10,000 masks for professional theatres, individual artists, and educational institutions.
Photo: Becker
12
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In
American pop
culture today, people think of masks as

part of Halloween, as costumes. They
think of them as a disguise for a superhero
or something to hide behind. They don’t
necessarily consider that it’s not about
what’s behind the mask—what it’s hiding
or concealing—but rather, what the mask is
revealing or helping the storyteller behind
it to communicate.
“The masks that we share in common as
a culture are Darth Vader or Freddie from
Friday the 13th. This is why we’re often
confused by this idea of masked performance,” explains Jonathan Becker ’86.
An alumnus of Theatre and Dance at The
College of Wooster, Becker specializes in
movement in the area of actor training
and the use of masks in performance. He
founded the North American Laboratory
for the Performing Arts, a space dedicated
to learning about and the creation of new
works. He also owns Theater-Masks.com,
a commercial website that has sold over
10,000 masks for professional theatres, individual artists, and educational institutions
in 50 countries, including clients like Focus
Films, NBC, Juilliard, and Lincoln Center.
Though he’s always been interested in
theatre, Becker remembers how his first
experience seeing a mask performance
demonstration at a conference in junior
high really hooked him on the idea: “When
the actor put the mask on, it was as if the
fabric of the air shifted,” said Becker.
“Everything in the world changed and
became still and quiet. Then he shifted
the mask a little bit and everything in the
world shifted with it.”

Photo: Susanne Plunkit

The encounter really inspired him and
compelled him to learn and study everything he could about theatre. His parents

who both taught at Hiram College valued
a liberal arts environment. After looking
at a number of colleges in the area, Becker
found the best fit at Wooster, where “the
students were excited about the school
they were going to, excited about the faculty, the opportunities they had, and excited
to meet me,” he said.
He found himself focusing deeply on
dance training as well as theatre and acting
while at Wooster, exploring the physical
aspects of performance. He remembers the
passion, drive, and “frank feedback” he
received from professors like the late Annetta Jefferson, who served as chair of the
theatre department at the time, and Kim
Tritt, professor of theatre and dance.
“Jonathan was one of my first senior
Independent Study advisees when I began
teaching at Wooster,” said Tritt. “He was
curious about exploring an expressive
form moving in mask; a true relationship
of movement and theatre.”
Leading up to I.S., Becker spent his junior
year in College interning in New York,
exploring different opportunities in theatre
and ultimately settling into an internship
with the organization then charged with
producing the New York Festival of Clown
Theatre.
“I took the experience from the workshops
I attended in physical comedy, mime,
masked theatre—all the ideas I was introduced to—back to Wooster and set out to
create a performance.” This performance
that Becker wrote, directed, produced,
performed, and toured with throughout
his senior year became his I.S.
As he works with fellow actors and artists
today, he relies on the fundamental skills
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“The further away that I get from Wooster, the more that I realize it was the foundation
to problem solve, where I developed this idea that nothing is impossible, and

In his studio, Becker, who first started making masks as a Wooster student working on his I.S.,
paints a mask presented at the Muncie Mayor’s Arts Awards in 2019. Photo: Becker
14
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of everything. It’s there that I learned how to learn,
that all problems have a solution.”
–Jonathan Becker ‘86

he started to build when he developed his
first major production. “The experience of
sitting in small groups, discussing, teaching each other, immersing oneself into
an enormous creative project and being
expected to implement was a graduate
experience in an undergraduate environment,” he said. “I have always been
interested in the poetry of physical performance. I.S. gave me the opportunity to
put together everything I had learned up
to that point. The further away that I get
from Wooster, the more that I realize it was
the foundation of everything. It’s there that
I learned how to learn, to problem solve,
where I developed this idea that nothing
is impossible, and that all problems have a
solution.”
Many of the actors that performed for
Becker’s I.S. wore masks that he made
for the project, and as he continued in
the field, he made more masks to use for
performance while studying at the Jacques
Lecoq International School of Theatre in
Paris, France, and later while touring internationally as a teaching artist. He earned
his master’s at the University of Akron
and an MFA in Theatre Pedagogy from
Virginia Commonwealth University, taught
at the National High School Institute at
Northwestern University, and later helped
develop the acting program at Ball State
University in Muncie, Indiana. Creating
masks began as a side project and led to a
commercial website and Becker’s reputation as a teaching artist, performer, and
master mask maker.
“Masks are part of a pedagogical approach
used to teach the principles of performance
and creation,” said Becker. “Each mask
that leaves the studio is a new challenge.
There’s no system, no formula. I’m
teaching myself to start again with each
new project.”

Becker’s experience with mask making
draws hundreds of orders annually from
clients around the world including leading
universities and training programs in the
U.S., Canada, and Europe. He fills all the
orders from his studio in Muncie, Indiana,
often working with students to meet demand. Becker explains that theatre masks
are not costumes but the “driving force of
the theatrical event.” While actors work to
provoke empathy from an audience, the
mask heightens that ability in a way that
provokes greater empathy and tells them
more about the character and the story. The
mask “creates a rhythmic or expressive
form that appears to change expression
as it moves through space or as the body
moves underneath it. That’s achieved by
paying attention to how the rhythmic lines
and planes of the mask itself are interacting with the negative space around the
mask. That’s how one creates the illusion
of change in the rigid form for the viewer
from the outside,” Becker said. By creating masks that “play,” that reveal and
create new layers of understanding for the
audience, Becker sees his work “changing
perspectives and opening new worlds and
meanings to people.”
As he thinks about the impact he hopes his
work as an artist will have, Becker said,
“My hope is that in the act of creating and
sharing that creation with others establishes an uplifting and furthering environment
that helps to bring people together with a
sense of community,” and added that, “The
greatest problem we have in our world today is that we are afraid of what we don’t
understand and what we don’t know. We
put that fear on the other, but if we knew
their story, we would see that it was our
story as well, and we would no longer see
them as the other but as a member of our
community. I would say that’s probably
my greatest hope for the work.”
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“When the actor put the mask on, it was as if the fabric of the air shifted. Everything

Becker dances the hunt of the hunted in “Buffalo skull” during an exhibition of his work in Muncie, Indiana. Photo: Jim Ambrose
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in the world changed and became still and quiet.”

–Jonathan Becker ‘86

Becker performs a demo, “Facing Humanity, a celebration of
world culture,” in Nanjing, China. Photo provided by Becker
WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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Connect, Create, Discover
Strategic planning heads into next phase

The College of Wooster introduced its new Connect, Create, Discover strategic plan in
October 2019. Now, special taskforces of faculty and staff are working to implement
the key components of the plan to ensure that it makes a big impact for students as
soon as possible.
WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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“There is a lot of exciting and important work taking place across campus...”
“There is a lot of exciting and important
work taking place across campus to put
the strategic plan into action in order to
strengthen the ways we draw students
to Wooster and provide them great
learning experiences and preparation for
their futures,” said Wooster President
Sarah Bolton.
President Bolton made visits to Naples,
Florida; Washington, D.C.; and Seattle,
Washington, this January to discuss the
strategic plan and other updates with
alumni and friends of the College.
Areas taskforce members are tackling
over the course of this semester include:
• Building credit-bearing pathways
that will allow students to pursue both
their intellectual passions and professional aspirations through coursework
and experiential learning.

26
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• Expanding experiential learning to
ensure that every student has a significant, high-impact experiential learning
opportunity such as an internship,
community-engaged course, or applied
research project.
• Designing a team-based mentoring
program that includes faculty, staff,
and alumni, to support student success
in navigating Wooster and launching
into life after graduation.
• Strengthening support for diversity,
inclusion, wellness, and mental health
across campus to ensure the thriving of
all students.
• Planning for a major renovation
of Lowry Center that will draw
together our diverse and international community in bright, welcoming
spaces which foster engagement and
connection. The renovated space
will enable easy access to frequently
used student services, welcome the
Wooster family over meals and shared

–President Sarah Bolton

activities, and provide places for leadership, relaxation, and fun.
College leaders also are planning new
ways to tell Wooster’s story and build
the College’s reputation in the U.S. and
internationally.
As they plan for the future, College
leaders are focused on being excellent
stewards of our resources, investing
strategically, and developing responsible long-term budgets that contain
costs. Key administrators along with
leaders from the Strategic Planning and
Priorities Advisory Committee (SPPAC)
are hosting a series of open meetings
spring semester for faculty, staff, and
the Board of Trustees to discuss these
important issues and ensure that the
College flourishes and achieves its
mission for many generations to come.

Areas of Focus

Create a vibrant, welcoming, cohesive
campus community which supports learning,
thriving, wellness, and fun.

Build on our history of excellence in the liberal
arts and support new academic connections
and pathways which enable students to explore and pursue their intellectual
passions and their professional
aspirations.

Deepen and make central the connections
for every student between learning in the
classroom and engagement with the campus,
the larger community, and the world they will
enter upon graduation.

Grow, and make the most of, our internationality, diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Strengthen our resources and reputation.

Follow the progress of Connect, Create, Discover at Wooster.edu/Strategic-Plan.
WINTER 2020 | WOOSTER
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A study, authored by
Karen Alley, assistant
professor of earth sciences, and published
in Science Advances
this fall, describes
how upside-down
“rivers” of warm ocean water are helping
to create conditions that lead to ice-shelf
breakup and sea-level rise in Antarctica.
The article, titled, “Troughs developed in
ice-stream shear margins precondition
ice shelves for ocean-driven break-up,”
details how two factors working together
are weakening the ice shelves, the floating
sheets of ice that extend from grounded
glaciers on land.
Josephine Wright,
Josephine Lincoln
Morris Professor of
Black Studies, chair
of the department of
Africana studies, and
professor of music,
attained one of the preeminent honors in
her field, an award of honorary membership from the American Musicological
Society.
Wooster’s Jenny
Investment Club
(JIC) ranks among
the top-25 largest
student-managed
investment funds,
according to a recent
survey conducted by The Center for Investment Research. JIC’s investment portfolio
was verified at $5.54 million as of Dec. 31,
2018, which puts it on the same list as the
likes of The University of Texas at Austin
($28.1 million), University of Virginia ($16.3
million), University of Notre Dame ($12.68
million), and Northwestern University
($8.3 million).
Read more at news.wooster.edu
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Wooster trustee co-produces
musical ‘All is Calm’ for PBS

T

he musical All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914, co-produced by
College of Wooster Trustee Mary
Beidler Gearen ’79, was filmed before a live
audience in December for broadcast on
PBS for the 2020 season. Beidler Gearen
learned about the production during her
service on the board of Theater Latté Da, a
musical theatre company in Minneapolis,
where the production was first developed.
The musical tells the story of the Christmas
Truce of 1914 during World War I, when
Allied and German soldiers put down their
weapons, met in “No Man’s Land,” and
celebrated the holiday together, singing

carols, sharing food and drink, playing
soccer, and burying the dead.
“It really explores the range of human
capacity for good and for ill, that moment
when you put your humanity and tradition
literally in the bare open line of fire,” said
Beidler Gearen. “Being filmed for PBS
means that this magnificent story, beautifully told, is now available to our nation. It’s
so important because it reminds us of our
capacity for good and the costs of war.”
Photo by Dan Norman, courtesy of Theater Latté Da,
www.latteda.org

AMRE projects support local
community

S

tudents from two Applied Methods
and Research Experience (AMRE)
teams presented their findings to the
Wayne County community at a Briefings
for Business hosted by the Wayne County
Development Council this fall. Based on
their research, the teams made recommendations to Wayne County businesses to support local families through inclusive hiring
and supportive employment methods.
“By supporting the local community
through this project, it was an opportunity
for me to contribute to a larger problem,”
said Michelle Bryant ’22 (far right), one of
the researchers for the project interested in
majoring in business economics. “Although
the project focused on Wayne County, the
majority of the best practices my team and
I included in our human resource toolkit
can be implemented elsewhere as well. The

initiative hit close to home since I witness
the limitations those with alternative
resumes face within my own community
back in Georgia. The ability to give back
to those through such a project is such a
great honor; it reminds me to never forget
where I came from and to always try to be
an ally to those who are willing to become
someone better.”

WOOSTER
ATHLETICS

The breaststroke specialist finished second
in the 100-meter race, with her time of
1:14.36, bettering another already-held
national record. She also swam on USA’s
fourth-place 4x100 medley relay (4:33.98)
and was fifth in the 200-meter breaststroke
(2:43.69).

“W” Association Hall of Fame
honors seven alumni

The “W” Association Hall of Fame inducted
seven new members this fall including the
following pictured with President Sarah
Bolton: Maryanne Palmer and Erich Riebe
’92, daughter and grandson of inductee
Mel Riebe ’55 (basketball and golf), Tim
Pettorini (baseball coach), Matt Mahaffey
’00 (football), Mark Miller ’09 (baseball),
Tom Love (athletic trainer), Colleen McCauley Piscetta ’89 (track & field), and Natalie
(Barone) Weingart ’06 (basketball and
softball).

Sports Illustrated’s “Faces in the Crowd” featured the two-sport standout in October,
and she’s now a holder of seven national
records for events swam at national and international deaf competitions. At Wooster,
Likins earned a pair of All-North Coast Athletic Conference honors in swimming and
was a first-team all-conference honoree in
softball as a first-year student.

Coach Moore nominated
for Hall of Fame
National record-breaking swimmer
featured by Sports Illustrated

Molly Likins ’22 won two silver medals and
broke four national records at the 2019
World Deaf Swimming Championships,
which were held in Brazil in August. Likins,
who has a hearing impairment which
leaves her completely deaf without her
cochlear implants, captured her first medal
in the 50-meter breaststroke, during which
she lowered her USA deaf record to 33.55.

Men’s Basketball Coach Steve Moore, who
retires at the end of the academic year
after 33 seasons, earned an initial nomination for the Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame. He’ll find out if he’s a finalist
for Naismith’s 2020 induction class on
Feb. 14, in conjunction with NBA All-Star
Weekend. The announcement of the 2020
induction class is set to take place on April
4, as part of the NCAA Div. I Men’s Basketball Final Four in Atlanta, Georgia.

WOOSTER
BRIEFS

Wooster senior and
The Wooster Voice
editor in chief,
Waverly Hart,
applied her press
credentials in a
real-world environment at the Democratic debate hosted by
The New York Times and CNN at Otterbein
University this fall.
The Center for Diversity and Inclusion
in partnership with
the First-Generation
Student Organization
held its inaugural
First Gen Day Celebration at Wooster on Nov. 8. Faculty and
staff, who self-identify as first-generation
college graduates, wore their alma mater
gear (apparel or accessories, such as a pin
or scarf) to visibly make known to students
their experiences as first-gen graduates.
Shirley Huston-Findley,
professor of theatre, takes
readers on a tour of the
unique circumstances surrounding women playwrights
in India in her new book,
Disparate Voices of Indian
Women Playwrights: Creating
a Profession, published in
November by Lexington Books.
Ziying You, visiting
assistant professor of Chinese and
East Asian studies,
co-edited the recently
published book on
Chinese folklore,
China Folklore Studies
Today: Discourse and Practice, an overview
of interests to Chinese folklorists, including
a diverse set of topics such as myth, folk
song, cultural heritage, urban folklore, and
women’s folklore.
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MENTORING
MATCHUP

While focused on studying classics, one of the mentoring relationships making an impact on Dante King ’21 is
the one with his voice coach, Carrie deLapp-Culver. Serious about singing since middle school, King is one of
many students at Wooster to receive a music scholarship that comes with involvement in Wooster Chorus and
private lessons with a professor, regardless of major. King meets with deLapp-Culver once a week to hone his
vocal skills and also participates in voice studio, which brings together all the vocal students deLapp-Culver
works with and allows them to share their work and collaborate to become stronger performers. In this
recurring look at mentoring relationships at Wooster, King and deLapp-Culver discuss more about the
shared-achievements of their interactions.

Dante King ’21

Carrie deLapp-Culver

Classical Studies Major

Associate Professor of Music

What have you learned
through this experience?

How have you collaborated
to work toward your goals?

Why are mentors and
mentoring important?

King: I’ve learned a lot about myself

King: When asked questions about

deLapp-Culver: I talk with students about what they’re interested
in and what sorts of artistic experiences they’re looking for. There’s a
rich repertoire of things that we can
explore together, especially if it’s for
a voice type different from my own
or a brand-new composition. We’re
looking at literature that I haven’t
done myself, and I learn from them
as well.

deLapp-Culver: Dante is a

King: I really enjoy going to my
voice lesson and studio every week
and having that really enriching
relationship with Dr. deLapp-Culver.
If you have that relationship it
makes your learning easier. It
makes you enjoy it more; it’s
more rewarding.

as a vocalist and techniques for
improving my voice, tone, diction,
breath support, and being able
to parse the different pieces for
meaning and context.
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my performance, my rendition, I
hear perspectives that I wouldn’t
think of that would completely
change how I portray my character,
how I tell this story through music.
master at starting the dialogue with
the group for vocal studio. He’s so
insightful about the questions that
he asks that open up the conversation about the piece of music, what
it’s about, what the performer is
really trying to express, and why
the work matters.

deLapp-Culver: An artist has to

believe unequivocally in their own
work, but everyone wants someone
in their corner saying, “I see and
hear the work that you’re doing, the
difference you’re making.” Everyone
wants to hear, “Yes! You’re getting
it.” We all need that kind of support,
that recognition, while we’re studying and throughout life.

WOOSTER
BRIEFS

WHY WOOSTER

Amy Jo Stavnezer,
chair of the neuroscience program
and associate
professor of
psychology,
received the “2019
Mentor Award” from
the Faculty for Undergraduate Neuroscience (FUN) in recognition of her mentorship of young neuroscientists.

Nii Kotei Nikoi

Assistant Professor, Film Studies,
Communication/Global Media &
Digital Studies
Coming to Wooster as one of four new
interdisciplinary tenure-track faculty
members with support from an Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation grant, Nii Kotei
Nikoi quickly found common ground
with his students in their curiosity, reflecting his own unconventional route
to professorship.
Nikoi began his career as a “media maker”
in his home country of Ghana. After training in graphic design, photo and video
editing, and website development, his own
inquisitiveness led him to the theoretical
side of media production and postgraduate studies in the United States. One of his
research interests focuses on the impact
of media’s messages, specifically music
videos, in developing countries. “I became
curious about how artists, filmmakers,
musicians, models, and cinematographers
thought about that and how Ghana would
become developed,” he said.
Hollywood’s reach has long been found
across the globe—Nikoi listened to a lot of
American hip-hop growing up—and now
with less costly and improved technology,

more and more young people in west Africa and globally have the access and tools
to make their own digital media. Instead
of just consuming American media, they
are “adopting processes and techniques
and digitizing them,” according to Nikoi,
and now crafting their own music and
videos in their native languages.
His background and knowledge made
Nikoi the ideal candidate to help develop
Wooster’s global media and digital studies
academic program, recently approved as a
new major. As part of Nikoi’s Introduction
to Media Studies class, students take an interest in examples of international media,
including stories that are new to most of
them and the methods in which they are
communicated visually.
With students already “consuming media
24/7 and making media with their social
media accounts,” Nikoi encourages them
to consider, “What stories am I producing
about the world and what are my stories
doing out there in the world? Are my stories causing harm? Are they helping solve
or address harm? Or, are they imagining
ways where we live in a society where we
treat each other with dignity and respect?”
Nikoi wants his students to become successful visual communicators, but also to
be informed and reflective media makers.

The International
Association for
Performing Arts and
Research (IAPAR)
honored Wooster
Associate Professor
of Theatre and Dance
Jimmy Noriega’s
Women of Ciudad Juárez on Nov. 12 during its
fourth annual International Theatre Festival
in Pune, India. A juried panel of theatre
professionals and scholars in India selected
the play as one of only nine “innovative”
performances to be showcased from more
than 400 applications received from across
the globe.
Setsuko Matsuzawa,
associate professor
of sociology and
anthropology and
East Asian studies,
proposes a new theory of transnational
advocacy and examines the impact foreign
non-governmental organizations have on
the Chinese state in her book, Activating
China: Local Actors, Foreign Influence, and
State Response, published by Routledge.

Read more at news.wooster.edu
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Five questions with Margie Sosa ’20
STUDENT
PROFILE

Political science major, founder of the First-Generation Student Organization and
Latinas Unidas at Wooster

1 You were born in Peru, grew up

in New Jersey, moved to Atlanta, and
found your way to Wooster as a Posse
Scholar. What was your transition to
college like?
My transition to college was difficult. It
was initially a whole different experience
for me, having to get used to a community that is really different than what I was
familiar with. As a first-generation, low-income student, I felt a huge pressure to
succeed, to try to prove myself, and to
show others that I belonged here.

2 What type of support did you

have as a new college student?
Posse (a nonprofit college readiness
program for urban high school students)
gave me access to a variety of networks,
resources, and mentorship opportunities
that were critical to succeeding as a firstgen student. The relationships that I have
been able to build with faculty here and
their willingness to take me in and mentor
me have also been very integral to my
success.

3

What inspired you to form the
First-Generation Student Organization
and Latinas Unidas on campus?
I knew I wanted to leave my little mark
at Wooster. Freshman year, I had a lot
of friends who were first gen that were
going through the same struggles that
I was, but they didn’t have Posse behind
them. I wanted to create a space for firstgen, low-income students to have those
difficult conversations and to share the
resources and opportunities that many of
us weren’t aware of.
The creation of Latinas Unidas was an
idea I had after attending the LEAD
conference at Harvard in 2018. I saw the
impact Latinas Unidas at Harvard had
on their campus, and I wanted to create
that same sense of community here.
Now that there are two Latinx student
organizations, I feel like it’s really changed
the landscape and environment for Latinx
students at Wooster. My hopes were to
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help other Latinx students find a home on
campus, become involved, and create a
strong sense of pride and unity within our
community.

4 What led you to study abroad at

the University of Oxford and what did
you take away from that experience?
Wooster made it incredibly accessible to
study abroad, especially as a low-income
student. I received a grant from the Discovery Learning Endowment to help offset many of the expenses that came with
studying abroad and my Wooster scholarships/Pell-grant rolled over so it didn’t
put a significant financial burden on my
family and me. Overall, studying abroad
was life-changing. It really exposed me to
a different world and taught me so much
about myself and my capabilities.

5 What’s next for you after

graduation?
I interned last summer with Deloitte
LLP, a consulting firm, working in their
government and public services division
on a Medicaid project. On the last day,
they gave me an offer to return full-time,
so I’ll be joining them this year in Atlanta.
As for Wooster, we’re trying to start a
Latinx alumni association to increase the
networking opportunities available for
both current students and alumni and to
also have events during Alumni Weekend
and Black & Gold Weekend for the Latinx
community. This year, we hosted the first
annual Latinx Gala as part of the campus’
Hispanic Heritage Month celebration.

?

“I think we tend to see ourselves as separate from
nature, but that’s foolish because we are inextricably
intertwined... I see my pieces as an attempt to take
something that doesn’t seem to belong in a natural
world and try to make it fit and come into
equilibrium with that landscape.”

WORD
FROM
WOOSTER

-Thomas Jackson ’93, an artist and photographer featured
in Half Moon Bay Review for his efforts to imitate and
resemble “emergent behavior” not using Photoshop.

“Your home is a place where you really get
to represent yourself, and it’s hard to say
I’m going to cut off that part of myself
and recreate it somewhere else.”
-Professor Susan Clayton, Whitmore-Williams Professor
of Psychology, on an episode of Clearstory, a podcast by This
Old House about rebuilding homes after major natural disasters
like Superstorm Sandy and the Paradise, California fires.

“We care about those who are being oppressed
and medical debt is oppression.”
-Pastor Donnell Wyche ’97, featured on NBC Nightly News with Lester Holt for Vineyard
Church of Ann Arbor’s medical debt forgiveness outreach program cancelling $2.9M in
debt for over 2,000 individuals.

Serving as a fellow for Repair the World
in Philadelphia, Monet Davis ’19 partners
with Broad Street Ministry volunteering
to enhance community engagement.
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Denise M. Bostdorff, Professor of Communication Studies, Department Chair

1

1

For Denise Bostdorff, collecting
and displaying items that make her
feel at home in her office started
with buttons. As a kid, her father
brought her back a button from a
meeting, later friends and relatives
gave them as gifts, and she collected some from events. “The fun part
is understanding the underlying
premise to make sense of it,” said
Bostdorff, referencing a political
button that reads: “Jane Wyman was
right.” Wyman was the first wife of
Ronald Reagan.
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Her research focus on political
rhetoric—the use of persuasive
communication—led to gifts from
students and others of political
buttons, nodding bobble heads,
and framed photos of Kennedy,
Truman, and Eisenhower, and
political paraphernalia of all kinds.
In her classes, students learn to
analyze and make sense of the
evidence behind a claim. “So much
of political rhetoric shapes the way
we see the world,” said Bostdorff.

3

Like many professors at
Wooster, Bostdorff keeps a shelf
of Independent Study projects
from the nearly 200 seniors she’s
worked with so far on their culminating research experience, and
the photo wall behind it includes
pictures of students from commencement or senior receptions,
as well as cards she receives from
students after they leave Wooster.

4

In her back windowsill she
keeps a photo from the 1951 playoff
game between the New York Giants
and Brooklyn Dodgers that she uses
on the first day of her Rhetorical
Criticism class. “Everyone thinks
Jackie Robinson at the bottom of
the picture is devastated watching
the winning home run, but no, he’s
looking to make sure that the runner touches home plate,” Bostdorff
explained. “In the class, our whole
goal is that students will learn to
see things in messages that other
people do not see.”

“DACA students bring valuable experiences and perspectives
to our residence halls, classrooms, and campus life, and they
are leaders in student clubs and organizations, sporting
teams, community service and research projects.”

WORD
FROM
WOOSTER

-President Sarah Bolton in an Op-Ed for the Cleveland Plain Dealer

“If you don’t curate your own history, you have
a lot of people out here ready to tell it for you
if you don’t stand up and make sure that
people understand exactly what happened.”
-Mark Pickett ’91 at the 30th Anniversary of the Galpin Takeover:
1989-2019 during Black and Gold Weekend

Wooster ranks sixth
in the U.S. in best
colleges for financial
aid, according to LendEDU.

Last December a record-setting
1,003 donors gave $561,250 for
#GivingWooDays.

A’Janay Nicholson ’22 will never forget meeting
Pharrell Williams when he visited campus.
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artan Ties
ALUMNI
NEWS

Dear Scots,
Earlier this year The College of Wooster’s Office of Advancement transitioned to a new alumni,
family, and friends database and web platform, and some exciting new features will be available
soon. One of our most exciting features is a new class notes section of the website. All alumni will
easily be able to share their own class notes and photos at any time throughout the year.
In addition to sharing your class notes online, you also will be able to easily search for and read notes
from your classmates. With the addition of this online system, you can share all your news in a timely
way without waiting for the next issue of the magazine. No more deadlines! You’ll also be able to
contact your classmates about their news through the site.
Tartan Ties in the magazine will continue to include a selection of the news shared online
including professional achievements, Wooster encounters, wedding photos, and more. You’ll visit
woosteralumni.org to share your class notes for upcoming issues.
The new site also features an online alumni directory. Alumni can edit their contact information and
make private the information they do not want others to see. You will be able to search for classmates
by name, region, and class year, and you will be able to message other users within the site.
There are many exciting and positive changes that are coming to enhance your experience on
woosteralumni.org. I think you will really enjoy the new class notes and online community sections.
Watch your email for more updates as we roll out the site, and let us know if you need help
getting started.

Thomas McArthur
Assistant Vice President for Alumni & Family Engagement
Twitter: @ThomasMcArthur1
Office: 330.263.2533

Coming soon!

Share your Class Notes at woosteralumni.org
Enjoy features tailored for you:
n

n

n

n
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Share your news with your
class as it happens.
Access Class Notes anytime.
Search for your classmates
and their latest news.
Contact your fellow alumni!

1942

Jerry Stryker wrote,
“To celebrate our 49th
wedding anniversary, my
wife Stephanie’s 101st
birthday, and my 98th,
we drove 250 miles to
Mammoth Lakes, California,
near the Nevada border for
a September weekend.

Class Secretary

Jerry Stryker

jerrystryker@att.net

1943

Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’43 or
if you are interested in being the
secretary for your class.

1944

Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’44 or
if you are interested in being the
secretary for your class.

1945 75th Reunion

I, Swanee, have a new
great grandson, Alexander
Charles Garnett, born here
in Madison to my grandson
Brian and his wife Erin.
It’s time to start thinking
about returning to Wooster
for our 75th college reunion!
It will be June 4-7, 2020.
These last two reunions I’ve
attended I’ve been housed in
an air-conditioned residence
hall in a room with its own
bath. Golf carts take you
wherever you want to go,
and students are there to
answer questions and be of
help. Whether you use your
own feet, a cane, a walker,
or a wheelchair, you can be
sure you will be well taken
care of. Don’t hesitate to
come because of your age.
See you there!
Class Secretary

Jeanne “Swanee” (Swan) Garnett
33 Calf Pt., Machias, ME 04654
jeannesgarnett@yahoo.com

1946

Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’46 or
if you are interested in being the
secretary for your class.

1947

1951

Class Secretary

Ruth Ann (Coleman) Davis

franceslyon18@gmail.com

Class Secretary

Fran Lyon

PO Box 387
Southington, CT 06489
ruthann11@cox.net

1955 65th Reunion

Class Secretaries

1952

Apt. 207B, 620 Sandhill Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94304
650-854-4014
lwfexpl@sbcglobal.net

Warren M. Swager Jr.

Jean K. Funkhouser

Donald Swegan

800 S. 15th St., Apt. 1027
Sebring, OH 44672
330-938-7772

1948

David Graber in Walnut
Creek, California, is amazingly active for 94! He still golfs,
bowls, and recently got his
driver’s license renewed. His
wife died about 11 years ago,
but he has two boys who live
nearby. His career had been
with Koppers, a RR and utility
company.
Bill Hewett ‘49 passed
away on April 2, so I’m having to adjust to “life alone.”
But having friends on campus and family nearby and
partaking in many activities
still makes my life pleasant
and fulfilling.
Class Secretary

Evelyn (Fischer) Hewett

802 South 15th Street #1839
Sebring, OH 44672-2052
evelynhewett@gmail.com

1949

Class Secretary

Nova Kordalski

168 Northridge Rd.
Willoughby, Ohio 44094
nbkordalski@gmail.com

1950 70th Reunion
Class Secretary

Janice “Jay” (Wilson) George
17300 N 88th Ave., Apt. 135
Peoria, AZ 85382-3501

Class Secretary

Nancy (Mutch) Donald

Class Secretary

161 Lake Breeze Park
Rochester, NY 14622
nomodonald@yahoo.com

PO Box 555
Sheridan, MT 59749-0555
wcswager@3rivers.net

1956

1953

Class Secretary

Jan Grim

Class Secretaries

17867 Lincoln Way East
Dalton, OH 44618
najmirg@yahoo.com

570-434-2383
rmallen@nep.net

1957

Priscilla Allen
Dick Martin

340 Topsail Road
Salisbury, NC 28146
704.637.7850
dick_lake@hotmail.com

1954

Jean Laurie Floyd wrote,
“The British geographer
Barry Floyd, who taught me
and a number of you while
we were at Wooster is now in
his 95th year and we are no
longer travelling the world,
but we do feel fortunate
that technology since those
Wooster days means we can
see and talk to members of
our family living in Australia,
Canada, the USA, as well
as throughout the UK. We
admit we haven’t done our
bit to reduce population,
with five offspring and 11
grandchildren, nearly all
with spouses, and seven
great grandchildren and
counting. Since we ‘settled
down’ some dozen years
ago, that geographer has
managed to produce over
200 published articles for
philatelic magazines with
three more to appear before
the end of 2019 on birds,
reptiles, and fungi.”

CLASS
NOTES

Ann Eubank Jolliff flew
to Alaska in October to
visit grandson Springer and
his parents Jenny and Ian.
Springer is the first clarinetist
in the school orchestra and
Ann attended the fall concert.
Our class of 1957 Scholarship was awarded to a member of the Class of 2019 from
Washington, Pennsylvania,
and majoring in Psychology.
Class Secretary

Sylvia Martin Hoffmeier

hoffmeiersylvia@gmail.com or
smhmch@hotmail.com

1958

Nana (Newberry)
Landgraf, shared thoughts
of classmates near natural

I.S. Monday
Happy Hours
March 23, 2020

ON THE
CALENDAR

Alumni Weekend
June 4-7, 2020
Register for events and learn
more at woosteralumni.org.
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NOTES

disasters: Janet Agnew
DeBar near fires in northern California, Peg While in
New Smyrna Beach, Florida,
dealing with Dorian in late
summer, Julie Jerabek
Fukuda in Tokyo hard hit by
recent typhoon.
Paul Reeder celebrated his
83rd birthday: “Rachel and I
attended the world premiere
of the oratorio Nuclear
Dreams, a concert at the B
Reactor on the Hanford site in
Washington State, a National
Historic Site of the first operating nuclear reactor that
created the plutonium for the
bomb dropped on Nagasaki.
Alison Swager Hopper
wrote, “After living in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania,
for over 44 years, we moved
to a retirement community in
Chambersburg, closer to our
daughter, Kate, outside of
Washington, D.C. and our son
Jim in Boston.”
Henry (Hop) Hopper
wrote, “I attended a threeday ensemble workshop (for
winds, brass, and strings)
locally, an amazing learning
experience taught by some
outstanding local retired musicians. In Howie Boyd’s band
at Wooster I played tenor sax
and still have the horn.”
Richard (Dick) Tignor
wrote, “I came to Charlottesville for my Ph.D. in the late
’50’s, and for the most part
have stayed here since. The
lives of my wife, Nina, and me
are consumed with immediate family.”
Class Secretaries

Dennis W. Barnes

12 Gildersleeve Wood
Charlottesville, VA 22903
dennis_barnes@mindspring.com

Nana (Newberry) Landgraf

Judson Manor, 1890 E. 107th
St., Apt. 809
Cleveland, OH 44106
NWL9@sbcglobal.net
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1959

Class Secretary

Dick Christy

dickchristy@aol.com

1960 60th Reunion

When Don Schumaker
wrote about the passing of
Dixie and Bob Whitaker’s
daughter, Danielle, mentioned in the last issue of
Wooster magazine, he wrote
of himself that he is still
healthy and practicing dentistry in Cleveland. Four of
his children and half of his 17
grandchildren, aged 10–32,
live on the West Coast from
San Diego to Portland.”
Nancy (Brownie) Tyburski
is suffering from Parkinson’s
disease and has moved to a
nursing facility in Louisville,
Ohio. Her husband, Chuck,
who visits her daily, says
that she is being well cared
for, and that she is visited by
their children and friends.
Peggy Danforth Kacerek
has moved from Ohio to
Augusta, Maine, and welcomes phone calls, snail
mail, and personal visits.
Keep in mind that we
will be celebrating our 60th
reunion June 4-7. Let’s strive
for a good-sized turnout to
celebrate our friendships,
acquaintances, memories,
and the campus! I would love
to see as many classmates
as possible, whether you’re
familiar or unfamiliar faces!
Class Secretary

Vicky Fritschi

vickyfritschi@gmail.com

1961

Katie (Doob) Sakenfeld,
“Highlight of my summer
was a two-week BudapestAmsterdam river cruise,
followed by a week in
rural Yorkshire. After a
brief time back home in NJ,
I spent a week with Wooster

roommate Genie Bishop at
her Lake Champlain cottage.”
Clancy Thompson wrote,
“After a long summer of
therapy for prostate cancer
Susan and I headed to
Prague for a welcome
retreat. We especially
appreciated the Museum
of Communism featuring
personal narratives of people
our age reflecting on their
experience under the Nazi
and Communist regimes.
What a history this country
has, what swings in
ideological leadership they
have experienced.”
Class Secretary

Larry Vodra

51 High Ridge Rd.
Brookfield, CT 06804
jlvodra@aol.com

1962

Margaret Ramsey wrote,
“After graduation from
Wooster, I received an M.A.
from the University of Pennsylvania and then taught English and French in Cleveland,
Cleveland Heights, and New
Orleans, where I met and
married Allen Ramsey. After
he earned his Ph.D. at Tulane,
we moved to Warrensburg,
Missouri, where he taught at
Central Missouri University.
At the beginning of our 25
years in Warrensburg, I ran a
subsidized housing program
in a seven-county area until
an opening occurred in the
French department of a local
school. My connection with
French began at Wooster
when I was in the French
House my senior year. While
teaching French, I spent
several summers on various
NEH summer study grants.
After we retired to the Kansas
City area, I continued my
French connection by joining
a French conversation group
and a French book club. I
also did some occasional

interpreting. I’d enjoy hearing
from Wooster friends I’ve lost
touch with over the years.”
Class Secretary

June Kinder

8516 SE Seabird Ave.
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
quiltwithjune2@gmail.com

1963

Steven Horn, husband
of Marian Elizabeth (Meg)
Gelinas Horn, wrote to
let us know that Meg died
peacefully on March 16, 2019
in Nanaimo B.C. In Steve’s
words, “Meg was feisty,
loyal, and engaging. She
had an enormous capacity
for friendship and delighted in entertaining family
and friends. Her drive was
unstoppable and her zest
for life boundless. Meg was
a passionate advocate for
public access to law and the
justice system; she improved
the access of Canadians
to information on law and
policy.” Our condolences to
Meg’s family and friends.
This past summer, I,
Dick Kellner, returned to
Mariemont, Ohio, for the
60th anniversary of my
high school class of 1959.
My wife Barbara came along
as she is welcomed by and
enjoys the company of my
classmates. It’s a lot like any
Class of ’63 reunion, just with
a different cast of characters.
I’m pretty lucky to have both
high school and college
classes with very special
people. Hopefully, other
classmates enjoy a similar
good fortune.
Class Secretaries

Lynne Cleverdon

206 South MacArthur Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704
mary.cleverdon@gmail.com

Dick Kellner

63 Old Farmers Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
dickkellner@yahoo.com

1964

Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’64 or
if you are interested in being the
secretary for your class.

1965 55th Reunion

After 15 years as your
class secretary, I, Chuck
Templeton, have passed the
baton to our new class secretaries, Debbie (Knorr) Haavik
and Nancy (Hunt) Cylke.
They will keep the Wooster ’65
communication going strong.
My heartfelt thanks to them
both.
Our reunion planning
committee has put together
plans for our 55th reunion on
June 4 - 7, 2020. Details and
registration materials will be
sent out in April. We hope
you will join your classmates
at this important event.
At a concert of Mozart’s
Requiem in Tucson last
spring, Ben Hufford and his
senior year Wooster roommate Tim Tilton discovered
that the women sitting in
the row behind them were
Wooster graduates from
the class of 1958, Mila
Aroskar ’58 and Hiroko Satow
Blakeslee ‘58. Ben said, “You
never know when and where
you are going to run into
Wooster people. Fortunately,
Tim and I were on our best
behavior that day.”
Do you remember Dogpatch weekend at Wooster?
Research at the College
showed that this tradition
died in the student revolution of the late 1960s and
early 1970s and the College
has very little information
of Dogpatch. However, Bill
Vodra did some research
and contacted a few classmates about this fun event.
If you are curious to relive
those days, contact Bill who
can send you a lively and

fun treatise he put together
which ought to bring back
special memories.
In October Pat and I
(Chuck) enjoyed hosting
Rocky Rockenstein and
Joey overnight at our home.
We had a marvelous time
catching up, eating out, and
touring Walla Walla and the
Whitman College campus.
They were on their way to
Washington State University
in Pullman, Washington, for
Joey’s Pharmacy class’s 50th
reunion. Our home is always
open to visitors, especially
Wooster classmates.
Bill Vodra reports, “Last
summer, my wife Dru and
I had the opportunity to
spend more than a week
in Normandy, walking the
D-Day landing beaches and
exploring the many excellent museums in the area. A
special treat was the Bayeux
Tapestry, created in 1086 to
record the Norman invasion
of England in 1066.”
In closing out this final set
of Class Notes from me to all
of you, I want to say “thank
you” for your many contributions of news, photos,
etc. over the years. You have
helped to facilitate communication among many of our
classmates. We have made
a significant impact on the
College through our attendance at reunions, monetary
gifts, and volunteer efforts.
I encourage you to stay in
touch with Wooster, go back
to visit whenever you can,
and stay in contact with our
classmates.
Class Secretaries

Debbie (Knorr) Haavik
dehaavik@gmail.com

Nancy (Hunt) Cylke

nancycylke@gmail.com

1966

We have received word
from Lora Twining that her

husband and our classmate
David Twining passed away
from a brain tumor on Sept.
23, 2019 at their home in
Suwanee, Georgia. David was
a member of the Class of ‘66
reunion team who planned
the faculty panel discussion
for our 50th celebration. Lora
wrote that David had
received many well wishes
from colleagues and friends
during his illness.
Peter Longini wrote
that Dr. Sam Cho, psychology professor at Wooster
(1962-1966) passed away in
2018 at age 82. Peter wrote
his friend’s obituary which
included the fact that Dr. Cho
was “instrumental in securing
Wooster’s first-ever computer, an IBM 1620.” Dr. Cho, a
clinical psychologist, had a
varied career in business as
director of Planned Parenthood of Pittsburgh and as
director of a hospital to community conversion center. He
had deep interest in classical
music, gourmet cooking,
and international soccer and
was a liver cancer survivor.
Peter who continues living in
Pittsburgh also wrote, “Just as
I was looking to dial back on
providing editorial services,
I got recruited to work ghost
writing for the senior management of various Silicon
Valley companies.” Because
his three daughters live in
northern California, Peter
is delighted to spend time
there on his new venture.
I, Bonnie, hope that each
of you will consider visiting
Plymouth, Massachusetts in
2020 for the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower voyage
and the founding of Plymouth Colony. Our town has
been working hard to make
this celebration outstanding
and to cover all possible
facets of this historic event.
Do visit the website of the

Plymouth 400 Commemoration for details. Jim and I
will be glad to see you while
you’re here.
Our co-presidents have
been continuing with mini
reunions. Bob Beck and
his wife Kathleen travelled
from their home in Denver
to visit Lib O’Brien in Santa
Fe where they all attended a
concert and had a catch-up
dinner. Over the summer Gail
Nesbitt Jones hosted her
daughter and grandkids from
New Zealand for six weeks.
In September, Gail met up
with Chris Parkman Lee and
Sara-Jane Wright Lawrence
in South Hadley, Massachusetts for a get-together. Lib
and Gail encourage you to
pencil in our 55th reunion on
your June 2021 calendar and
to think of ways for us all to
connect and celebrate.

CLASS
NOTES

Class Secretary

Bonnie Poff

19 Pine Cobble
Plymouth, MA 02360
poffjb@yahoo.com

1967

John Gamble wrote that
his current position is distinguished professor of political
science & international law
at Penn State, Erie: “After
our graduation in June 1967,
I headed for Europe with
Lee Kreader and Jon Lodge
’68. I started graduate school
at the University of Washington (Seattle) in fall 1967 and
got my Ph.D. in June 1971.
Graduate school kindled
career-long interests in international law, treaties, and
statistics. I taught at Rhode
Island for five years, moved
to Penn State in 1976, and
have been at Penn State’s
4,000-student college in Erie
ever since. I directed the
honors programs here for 15
years. I’ll retire next summer
and move to Seattle to be
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closer to my family. Perhaps
my greatest contribution to
Wooster was encouraging my
brother and son to attend.
Both graduated very close to
the top of their classes (1979
and 2008). In stark contrast,
I was ‘mired in the middle’ of
the class of 1967. I’d love to
hear from Wooster friends.”
I had the opportunity
to recently visit former
Wooster basketball player
and member of the Wooster
Sports Hall of fame member Tim Jordan. He told
me that he was involved in
athletics at McQuaid High
School in Rochester, New
York, for 40 years and was
athletic director there for 35
of those years. He was coach
of baseball for 25 years and
basketball for 18 years, and
under his direction, McQuaid
conducted a very successful and spirited program.
He and Judy have lived in a
home overlooking beautiful Lake Ontario for many
years and enjoy visiting their
daughter in Florida.
Steve Wunderly notes
that he and Bev love to travel
and are active in community
events. This summer, they
came east and had a wonderful cruise on the St. Lawrence
River from Montreal to the
Thousand Islands. They live
in Irvine, California, and are
active in their church, singing
and participating in or leading a number of activities.
Wayne Cornelius was the
featured speaker on Constitution Day at the College
in September 2019. Wayne
retired from the University
of California at San Diego
but remains an important national resource for
information on immigration
policy and Mexican politics
and government.
Class Secretary

Doug Topping
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26 Ashbrook Circle
Webster, NY 14580
585-347-4685
topping@rochester.rr.com

1968

Scott Snyder kindly
responded to my email plea
for classmate information
with the following news:
“After graduating from
Wooster in ‘68 with a major
in geology, I attended Tulane
University, earning M.S. and
Ph.D. degrees in geology and
paleontology, respectively.
I began teaching at East
Carolina University in 1972
and completed a 36-year
career there, retiring in 2008.
I served as Geology Department Chair from ‘88-’98,
served as founding director of the university’s first
non-medical Ph.D. program,
and finished my career as
senior associate dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences.
Career highlights include authorship or co-authorship of
68 refereed journal articles,
participation as a shipboard
scientist on two deep-sea
drilling cruises, and serving
as editor of a leading journal
in my field (the Journal of
Foraminiferal Research).”
Jim Mayer wrote, “On a
trip to Columbus and Lakeside Marblehead, Ohio, in
July, I hooked up with Steve
Riley ’69, Terry Nance ’69,
George Pilcher ’70, Randy
Snow, Marv Shie, and Rich
Hahn ’67.”
On a very sad note for
me personally is the news
of Susie Moreland Cameron’s death in September.
Susie died in an accident in
her home in Lambertville,
Michigan. After back surgery
a few years ago, Susie fell in
rehab, hit her head and had
a serious brain bleed which
left her somewhat impaired.
Shortly after that happened,

her husband, Brian, fell in a
parking lot and also had a
brain bleed which left him
with dementia. I have been
paying their bills, and they
had a wonderful caregiver
and friend this past year who
made it possible for them
to stay in their own home.
After Susie’s death, Brian
moved to an assisted care
facility in Bay City, near his
family. Susie and I realized
30 years ago, when she
saw my name in our local
paper, that we were working a fourth of a mile away
from each other while she
was a speech pathologist at
Monroe County Intermediate
School District and I was
teaching at Monroe Country
Community College. We had
regular lunches, saw each
other through difficult times,
and had so much fun making
many road trips out to Maine
to stay with fellow Peanut
Meg Wanty Graham in her
lovely guest house on Little
Deer Isle. I know that part
of growing old is having to
say goodbye to our friends,
but I miss Susie’s wonderful
spirit, great laugh, and
giving heart every day and
realize what a rare gift it
was to have her for a friend
for over 50 years.
Please keep me in mind as
wonderful, significant things
happen in your lives that
your Wooster classmates
would love to read, and know
that it makes me so happy to
hear from you.

summer was my first time
at a reunion, partly because
they often occurred in early
June, and I was still teaching
at the American School of
the Hague. I was amazed at
the new life science building,
especially being connected
to Severance! There were
several retired chemistry
professors at one of the
Kittredge Hall lunches.
Chuck Cooper wrote,
“Following Wooster I completed graduate work in
psychology at Chicago and
University of Munster in
Germany and then lectured
at the University of Bochum.
In 1979, I became head of
a Child Guidance Centre in
Hannover and stayed until I
retired in June 2011.”
Class Secretaries

Darlene Russ-Eft

zmresearch@aol.com

David Broehl

davidbroehl@gmail.com

1970 50th Reunion

266 Ready Rd.
Carleton, MI 48117
734-654-9112
annorwin@sbcglobal.net

Anne Schumacher
Langsdorf wrote she and her
husband, Phil retired to New
Hampshire a few years back
and just love their adoptive
state. One of the perks is that
they are now closer geographically to some Wooster
friends, including Anne’s
freshman year roommate
Beatrice Greene ’71.
Braxton Bradford shared,
“I was a Wooster college
dandy. I was a phi omega
guy, a loyal member of the
IV club, and no one was
prouder than I. I had a
Wooster college sweetheart.
She was the apple of my eye.
Yankee doodle went to town
riding on a pony. I was a Phi
Omega guy.”

priedl@gorge.net

Kris (Adair) Imbrie

Class Secretaries

Ann Orwin

Pam Sears Riedl

1969

From Bill Britt: “This

Class Secretary

20 Mills Falls Rd.
Barrington, NH 3825
kris.imbrie@gmail.com

1971

Bob Brashear wrote that
after 22 years as pastor of
West Park Church in New
York City, he is working as
an urban ministry consultant in South America and
Germany and currently
serving on the PCUSA work
group on Central America
and International Sanctuary
Declaration work group. He is
the father of three sons and
two grandchildren. Last year
he released his first collection
of original music and regularly performs both solo and
with his band. He is looking
forward to the 50th reunion.
Faith Burton wrote: “In
2017, I completed 41 years
as a career attorney at the
US Dept. of Justice, first as
civil litigator and then as
senior career attorney in the
Office of Legislative Affairs
specializing in congressional
oversight matters. A year later, I lost my beloved husband
of 37 years after a brief but
intense battle with pancreatic
cancer. Fortunately for me,
our two grown children live in
the Washington, D.C. area, so
I enjoy seeing them, and our
15-month-old grandson, fairly often. I remember fondly
many Wooster classmates
and hope many will reunite
at our 50th.
From John Houser: “After 23 years in Port Huron,
Michigan, Joy and I, along
with our three dogs, moved
to North Ft. Myers, Florida,
in September. No more cold
weather and no more snow
removal. In March 2019, we
came to Florida and found
the Wooster baseball team
playing in a tournament at
a nearby park in Ft. Myers.
Paul Becka, our teammate
who recently died, was a
terrific pitcher for the Scots.
Keith Humphry wrote, “In-

Dave Knowlton ’89

SCOT
VOLUNTEER

Attorney for Kennedy, Cicconetti, Knowlton
& Barnard Co., LPA
Involvements:
W Association Board of Directors,
public address announcer for football
and men’s basketball

Q.

What do you enjoy most about
volunteering with Wooster?

Q.

What have you taken away from
the experience?

A.

A.

Wooster is an incredibly special place,
and I am honored to work with so many
talented alumni, student-athletes, coaches,
and administrators. Volunteering at Wooster
has quite simply enriched my life.

Q. Why is it important to you

Why would you recommend
volunteering to others?

A. Volunteering allows me to carry on

There is no greater feeling in the
world than giving of ourselves, whether it’s
time, talent, or treasure. Volunteering is an
opportunity to make a difference in the lives
of others and enrich your life at the same
time. It’s a win-win!

Giving back, the relationships I have
formed through my Wooster experience
have been an integral part of my life.

to volunteer?

the tradition and legacy of Byron Morris
’55, longtime public address announcer for
Wooster, and to make a difference in the
lives of student-athletes at the College.

Q.

A.

Contact alumni@wooster.edu to learn more about how you can get involved.
dian Motorcycles were manufactured in my hometown of
Springfield, Massachusetts,
when I was growing up, so
I developed an affinity for
them. When I discovered
that the reincarnation of the
Indian Motorcycle Co. was
producing a retro model,
the “Springfield,” I had to
buy one. Two weeks after
delivery, a 17-year-old kid
hit me and totaled the bike.
I ricocheted off the hood of
her car, endured a night in
the hospital, and spent three
months recovering. Then, I
bought another Indian, so
I’m back in the motorbike
saddle again. I retired from
the TV news business in
2011. Now, when I’m not
cruising, I volunteer as a
court-appointed special advocate for children. While it’s
a shock to learn of the pain

people inflict on children,
there’s satisfaction in standing with these kids as their
fate is being debated in the
judicial system.”   
Sadly, Terry Barrett reported that our class recently
lost a special classmate and
Terry’s very close friend, Paul
Becka. Paul certainly will be
missed by many.
Rebecca Carlson-Evans
wrote, “I continue to enjoy
my life in the Ann Arbor,
Michigan area. My son,
daughter, and their families
are here, so I delight in them
on a regular basis. Music is
still central: I play in a flute
ensemble and a concert
band as well as sing in a
choral group. I work as a host
in a busy restaurant. It was
wonderful to touch base at
our last reunion, and I look
forward to the 50th.”

David Roush received the
2019 Bernard P. Harrison
Award of Merit from the
National Commission on
Correctional Health Care for
his work in the field of juvenile justice. He is currently
working at the Michigan
State University School of
Criminal Justice as an adjunct
specialist after retiring as a
compliance monitor for the
U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division.
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Class Secretary

Michele (Burden) Johnson
1847 Suffolk Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221
cowscots.71@gmail.com

1972

Class Secretary

Jay Yutzey

1254 Norwell Dr.
Columbus, OH 43220
jyutzey@columbus.rr.com
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THEATRE AS A MEANS OF STORYTELLING
ALUMNI
PROFILE

While a sociology rather than an arts major, theatre and
the arts play a major role in the story of Maggie Popadiak ’05.
She learned about The College of Wooster through a college
counseling program that had just started at the time she was
a senior in high school through the Albany Park Theatre
Project in the Chicago area. APTP, where today Popadiak
serves as associate director and director of school-based
programs, connects students from the local first-generation
immigrant community with the opportunity to tell their
stories and to educational opportunities that they
otherwise might not consider.
The daughter of a single mother who was then an undocumented immigrant from Poland, Popadiak knew that she
wanted to be challenged and have a successful future but
still feared failing as a first-generation college student. At
Wooster, she “fell in love with a place that was interested in
getting to know who I was,” she said. “I had professors from
really early on who could sense that fear and invested in me.”
Her freshman year, Shirley Huston-Findley, professor of theatre and dance and also a first-generation college graduate,
took the time to tutor Popadiak weekly, one-on-one to improve her writing. “It was a direct response to something she
saw in me that I needed,” she said. “The kind of interest that
she took in me is the kind I take in my work with students.”
As an ethnographer and an artist, Popadiak works with APTP
to “use theatre as a means to change the world, to expose
audiences to stories that they might not usually have access
to,” she explained. Through immersive theatre, audiences
of 21 people at a time see the experiences of people in the
community such as families being separated because of ICE,

CLASS
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1973

Class Secretaries

Cindy (Sterling) Weber

cindysweber@gmail.com

Shelley Kline Franks

shelleyfranks83@gmail.com

1974

Bob Hetherington wrote
that he has recently retired
from splitting his time between chairing the University
of Memphis Theater and
Dance Dept. and freelance
theater productions. He
recalls that his freshman
colloquium professor
Richard T. Gore took him
on a life-changing trip with
his family to Canada after
graduation. Thus, he has
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returned to Ontario every
summer since that trip and
writes essays and notes for
the Shaw Festival and the
Stratford festival programs.
He invites classmates traveling in Memphis to look him
up for barbecue.
Nancy Rentz Blakely
wrote, “I am now retired
after 35 years as a Presbyterian Minister in South
Carolina and a brief stint in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.” In
the last 15 years I have been
a Chaplain in a Hospice in
Anderson, South Carolina.
She and her husband (also
retired clergy) enjoy living
on a farm and visiting their
daughter’s family nearby in

Maggie Popadiak ‘05
bullying, racism, poverty, and other challenges and struggles. “By sharing those stories with people, they become
more aware of the issues,” said Popadiak. “It’s an exciting
way of using theatre to tell stories of things that are happening every day and to propel people forward to do something
about the state of the world today.”
Making trips to Wooster every two years with APTP’s counseling program, Popadiak enjoys sharing her Wooster story
with them and watching them see college as a possibility for
themselves as they learn from current students at Wooster
who also connected to the College through APTP. Popadiak
found as a sociology major, she could apply her own experiences growing up in a low-income community in Chicago.
“Wooster molded me into a person who thinks critically
about the world and understands that world from a sociological perspective,” she said, a lens she uses in her work today.

Louisville, Kentucky. Anyone
passing by should stop to
visit the Pelzer Farm.
Judy Donaldson wrote
that after teaching physical
education and coaching at
the Chapin School NYC for
39 years, she has moved
from New York City to Long
Island. Judy is restoring a
1934 farmhouse, gardening,
and antiquing.
Paula Royer Mullet wrote
that she is retired from
teaching Aspire/GED. Now
she is busy quilting.
Cathy Bicknell Crabtree
wrote that she is working,
does Scottish Country dancing and visits family. She has
a daughter and son plus a

5-year-old grandson, Henry,
and a 20-month-old granddaughter, Natalie. She has
lived in the Boston area
since 1982, but now lives in
Lincoln, Massachusetts.

Class Secretary

Kim Tapie

5511 Canaan Center Rd.
Wooster, OH 44691
kimtapie@gmail.com

1975 45th Reunion

From David Miraldi: “My
wife and I retired from the
practice of law three years
ago in order to spend time
with our grandchildren and
travel, and for me to write.
In July of 2017, I published
my first book, The Edge of

Innocence: The Trial of Casper
Bennett. Many thanks to my
Wooster classmates who
have read the book and sent
me their encouraging comments and to the College for
inviting me back for a signing
and talk in February of 2019.
My second book, The Edge of
Malice: The Marie Grossman
Story, will be published by
Prometheus Books in March
of 2020. Looking forward to
our 45th reunion in June.”
Charlie Peck wrote, “I am
a writer who focuses on the
intersection of psychology
and spirituality, as well as
religion, from the spirituality
of Martin Luther King Jr. to
grieving to transcendental
spiritual experiences.”
Paul Stauffer reports that
he retired in December and
then he and his wife, Debby,
immediately headed back to
California where their three
kids and three grandkids
awaited their return: “I have
enjoyed my career in thermal
medicine, starting with grad
school at the University of
Arizona, assistant to full
professor medical physicist
in the radiation oncology
department at University of
California San Francisco (23
years), seven years at Duke
University, and six years at
Thomas Jefferson University.
Now it’s time to enjoy life
even more with my wife of 42
years—traveling, hiking, golf,
grandkids, and more. Hope
to see you all in Wooster
June 2020.”
Hello Class of 1975: Plans
are underway for our 45th
reunion in June. If you
haven’t heard from anyone,
please check the College
website to make sure your
contact information is up to
date. Hope to see you there
and then!
Class Secretary

Jeanne Gay

419-707-1562
Revjeannegay@gmail.com

1976

Class Secretary

Debbie (Starr) Branfield

260-704-3240
dsbwooster76@gmail.com

1977

Nashville, Tennessee was
the site for the 2019 gathering of the Shearer House
Boys—Jim Caruso, Ernie
Fischer, Ed Gilliss, Sam
Sisodia, Dave Roberts,
Bruce Shaw, Dale Osterman, Dave Kirkpatrick, and
Bill Kozane in late August. All
nine guys attended, enjoying
the music, food, and beverages of Nashville, and of
course, telling stories of the
“good old days” and catching
up on current events.
Class Secretary

Beth (Dickson) Linvill

peeps77@sbcglobal.net

1978

Jennifer Robinson has
been living on the coast of
North Carolina for 11 years,
taking care of her mother
with Parkinson’s.
After 30 years teaching at
Chillicothe High School and
nine years at Ohio University
Chillicothe, Dennis Ray is
back teaching math at Ross
County Christian Academy.
He is also pastor of the Andersonville UMC.
Martha Edick DeLong,
back in New Zealand after
two years in London and
three in Bahrain, says “Howdy.” Still rowing/sculling competitively, she won a gold
medal with a master’s international crew in Sarasota in
September at the World Masters Rowing Champs: “Just
missed Hurricane Michael,
where else would you have a
safety briefing that includes
recent alligator sightings, i.e.,

stay in your boat!” Martha
welcomes visitors to beautiful New Zealand.
Robert Hoffman reports
that while his wealth management practice grows, he
pursues an MDiv at Ascension Theological College, and
is a Deacon serving at the
Catholic Church of Antioch in
Santa Fe.
Richard Harrison underwent two hip replacements
in Tennessee last summer.
His anesthesiologist for the
second was Arthur Runyon-Hass ’80, and they had
a brief Wooster reunion.
At home in Florida he is a
reference librarian for 68,000
students at the University of
Central Florida.
Sergio D’Onofrio celebrated 40 years at GWU School of
Business. Currently director
of academic scheduling, he is
responsible for all undergraduate, graduate, and
doctoral courses. He and his
children have made progress
trying to visit every National
State Park in the country.
Kevin Walton wrote, “A
funny thing happened on the
way to an art career. I was
side-tracked by a 35-year
career as a history teacher
and wrestling coach in the
Dalton Local School District.”
After a minor in art from
Wooster, he studied in
commercial art courses at
the University of Akron.
Today Kevin enjoys painting
portraits, landscapes, and
still life while raising his son
Owen with his wife Melanie.
Helen Hiser received her
master’s from University
of Kentucky in 1980 and JD
from the Washington College
of Law at the American University in 1989. She worked
for D.C. law firm of Steptoe &
Johnson, LLP for nine years,
then for a mid-sized D.C.
firm for another nine years

(insurance reserve reports
for the London Market); and
in 2005 moved to Charleston, South Carolina, and is
now a partner with McAngus Goudelock & Courie as
the firm’s appellate lawyer
with an OSHA practice on
the side. She was married
to Hal Recinos (now in TX) for
14 years and had three kids.
Anna van der Burg is the
university registrar at Wesleyan University. Her husband Andrew Saslow works
intermittently in London,
where Anna traveled and
enjoyed a retrospective of
Sir Edward Burne-Jones (on
whom she wrote her I.S.) at
the Tate.
Jody Collinge is a medical
missionary with the Global
Community Health Evangelism (CHE) Network. She
lives in Mexico but travels
“all over.”
Larry Lane was set to
retire from Montgomery
County DHHS in April.
He seeks “retirement
success habits.”
Tom Cashman was hired
as the new director of development for the Arizona Land
and Water Trust, a nonprofit
that works to protect Arizona’s landscapes and wildlife
habitats. He will lead trust
development and fundraising and focus on expanding
the support for conservation
efforts.
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Class Secretary

Bob McDowall

mac@cow78.com

1979

Craig Lindsey wrote, “I
was elected to serve as the
pastor/head of staff with the
Valley Presbyterian Church of
Green Valley Arizona.”
Liz Brand wrote, “My
husband, Tom, and I retired
in June and have moved from
Idaho to Shaker Heights,
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WHY I GIVE

Amy Cohen ’10

Director of Exhibit Envoy
about her experiences and her motivations for giving back.

Q.

What inspires you to give to
The College of Wooster?

A. Wooster gave me the opportu-

nities I needed to become the person I
wanted to be, and I give back to Wooster
to help provide others with the same
experience. As a non-profit worker, I’m
not able to make a big gift each year, but
I hope that many small gifts over time
have the same effect.

Q.

How do you see your gift
making an impact on students?
A history alumna and donor to The
Wooster Fund since graduating from
The College of Wooster, Amy Cohen
’10 says, “I wouldn’t be the person I am
today without the experiences I had at
Wooster. Because of the skills I developed at Wooster, I feel prepared to tackle
anything.” Director of Exhibit Envoy, a
non-profit in California that collaborates
with museums in the area on traveling
exhibits, her work provides visitors to
small museums, libraries, and cultural
centers, a look at topics as broad as immigration, climate change, the history of
women and tattoos, and more. Wooster
magazine asked Cohen to share more
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Ohio. Leaving Idaho was
tough, but our kids are on
the east coast, and we hated
being so far from them. Plus,
we decided that owning a
house in the woods in the
west was unwise. We are
both loving retirement.”
Mary Beidler Gearen
is happy to be a Wooster
alumni trustee and is now on
campus five times a year. She
received a New York Drama
Desk Award for co-producing
All Is Calm: The Christmas
Truce of 1914 and is working
on a new musical Hit Her with
the Skates. It is a fun retro
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A. I don’t get back to campus often,

but I can see through the magazine and
social media how Wooster continues to
make a great impact on students. I know
that Wooster had a huge effect on me,
and I have no doubt the College continues to do the same for current students.

determining, distilling messages and
themes, and writing text panels), strategic planning, communications, relation
ship-building, and fiscal duties, among
other tasks.

Q.

What do you like most about
your job?

A.

I love that I work in a non-profit
that supports the small museum community and its visitors here in California
and across the U.S., and that I get to
grow my skills and learn more about the
world around me every day.

Q.

What does it mean to you to
be an involved member of the
Wooster community?

A.

How did Wooster prepare you
for the work you’re doing now?

Being an involved member of the
Wooster community means that I’m an
advocate for Wooster. I write notecards
congratulating admitted students, attend
alumni mixers, and, most importantly,
remain great friends with other Wooster
alums. It’s pretty amazing to see the
impact that Wooster made on us.

Wooster’s emphasis on critical
thinking, curiosity, and writing prepared
me for the work I do every day, a mix of
exhibit development (including research,

Learn more about how you can make an
impact on the Wooster experience by
contacting the Office of Annual Giving at
giving@wooster.edu or 330-263-2533.

Q.

A.

romp set in 1977 and 1994.
Mary serves on arts and
neighborhood boards and
enjoys seeing our beautiful
national parks in her tiny
Scamp travel trailer.
Jennifer Haverkamp
shared that after 30 years living in the D.C. area, she’s taken a new job at the University of Michigan as the director
of the Graham Sustainability
Institute and teaching at the
law school. She’s enjoying
Ann Arbor’s cooler summers
and discovering Wooster
connections at Michigan
(including a professor who

also did his I.S. in biology
with Gordon Whitney).
Jay Keller: “The 40th
reunion was certainly a high
point. We had a great turn
out! Back home, Anna and I
have been working through
60 best hikes in Maryland
with Anne and Don Bordine
doing one hike every month.
We should be finished by the
time of our 60th reunion.
Anne and Don reported a
successful completion of
their Michigan lake tour.
Jeremy Dahl lives in the
San Francisco Bay Area and
does research at Stanford

University on nanometer-size
diamonds. His daughter
Anna and son Elliot live in
Stockholm, Sweden where
Anna is a pediatrician and
Elliot works in data science.
Vanessa and Daryl Ward
are in Dayton, Ohio. They
have recently stepped back,
just a bit, from their role at
Omega Baptist Church.
Class president, Steve
Glick wrote, “Greetings
fellow classmates! I hope this
message finds you all well;
please keep in touch!”
And from your secretary Jen Jones: Our class

“Wooster ’79” Facebook (FB)
page is a private group account. The account picture is
a cow. Please send me a note
if you would like to join. I will
only add contact information
if indicated in your input.
Class Secretary

Jennifer Jones

xojones@aol.com

1980 40th Reunion
Class Secretary

Jenny Watson

1802 Ardleigh Rd.
Upper Arlington, OH 43221
jlwatson395@sbcglobal.net

1981

Class Secretary

David Sterna

dianna_david@hotmail.com

1982

Congratulations goes
to June Tveekrem who
retired from NASA on March
31, 2019, after 33 years of
service. Three months later,
she sold her house in Maryland and moved to a small
house on 20 acres in the
woods near Grand Marais,
Minnesota.
Sydney Smyth Turner
provided an update. For
the last 18 years, Linda
Burgoon, Phyllis Jones,
Sheryl Lauber Weden and
Sydney have traveled to
Boothbay Harbor, Maine, for
the weekend before Thanksgiving. She says, “what
started as a fun and silly way
to get together (we all dress
up in matching sock monkey
PJs and shop at the early bird
sales starting at 6 a.m.) has
turned into an annual tradition, allowing us to spend
some much needed catch up
time. We realized that one
weekend per year wasn’t
enough, so in July 2018 we
traveled together to London
for 10 days. In September,
Linda, Sheryl, and I also

completed the Jimmy Fund
half marathon walk (Phyllis
was there in spirit). We find
that the more time we spend
together, the more we want
to spend together. At the
end of each adventure, we
have started planning the
next one. Nearly 40 years of
friendship, all started at The
College of Wooster.”
Dan Murphy brought us
up to speed with an update: “The past two years
have been very exciting in
the Murphy world! 2018
saw my eldest son Daniel
graduate from the College of
the Holy Cross and matriculate on to Georgetown
Law School. I stepped away
from a full-time career as an
educator and coach in 2014
and have been working a variety of jobs to keep productive. I continue to officiate
college men’s lacrosse and
enter my 32nd year doing
that this Spring. I’m also still
on the high school wrestling
mats around New England
each winter officiating
matches and tournaments
in my 28th year of action.
On Patriot game days you
will find me tending bar at
DraftKings in the south end
zone of Gillette Stadium. My
summers are spent working
on Nantucket Island and
I reside in Narragansett,
Rohde Island, from October
to May.” If you are in the
area, please reach out. Dan
loves keeping in touch with
former Wooster lacrosse
teammates.
 	 Bonnie Sanborn lives
in Atlanta, Georgia and is
remarried as of 2018.
 	 Peter Zornow is still
teaching English at Orangeburg Calhoun Technical
College. He also teaches at
York Technical College in
Rock Hill, South Carolina and
stays busy working in admis-

sions and guest relations at
Carowinds in Charlotte.
Thanks for the updates
and be sure to check out our
Facebook page, COW Class
of 1982.
Class Secretary

Susan (Lancaster) Toner

11593 Westbury Place
Carmel, IN 46032
susan_toner@hotmail.com

1983

Jennie Saliers sent the following note: “Bill Levisay is
now president of Bolthouse
Farms, grower of carrots and
maker of fruit and veggie
drinks and salad dressings. The company is based
in Bakersfield, California, so
he is commuting to the west
coast each week. The silver
lining is that he gets to see
our kids as Bryson is a senior
at UCLA and Marie is a freshman at UC Santa Barbara. I
(Jennie), am still based in
Atlanta, working part time
and serving on two boards
here in town.”
Do you remember what
you were doing 40 years
ago? What classes you were
taking as a freshman at
Wooster? Add your thoughts
and memories to our Facebook page (Wooster 83) or
pictures from your freshman
(or any) year on our Instagram page (woosterclassof83). And continue to send
your updates to me. Let’s
keep in touch!
Class Secretary

Mary (Marsinek) Calvert

mcalvert83woo@gmail.com

1984

Class Secretary

Denise Short

4 Sanborn St.
Exeter NH 03833
denise_short@hotmail.com

1985 35th Reunion

Since 2020 marks our

35th reunion year, I (Barry)
want to encourage you all
to come back to campus for
Alumni Weekend on June
4-7. The schedule of events
will be made available soon
and registration opens in
March. Please save the date
and make plans to attend. In
addition to yours truly, our
class reunion ambassadors
are Chester Andrews, Walt
Bay, Cheryl Trautmann
Boop, David Boop, Katherine Harper, Liz Miller, and
Laura Janson Moir. I thank
them for their volunteer
service.
Ann Junkin wrote in from
Madison, Wisconsin: “I have
launched a career change,
having officially retired from
social work. I am back in
school completing a paralegal program and just started
a new job as a paralegal at
the law firm of Kirk Graves
& Nugent.” Ann reports that
her husband, Dan Gardiner,
is making waves in the art
world of Madison and her
daughters, 18 and 21, are
not quite out of the nest.
Martha Lucius reports
from that she traveled I-95
from Baltimore in August to
enjoy a reunion with Mark
Herzberg and Cynthia
Newcomber in Washington,
D.C. “Mark was in town for
his annual trip from Israel
and the three of us laughed
for hours!” she said. Martha
also has developed a warm
relationship with a current
Wooster sophomore from
Baltimore. “A good teacher friend and I practically
adopted one of her students
back when the girl was in
8th grade,” explains Martha. “When it came time for
college, I encouraged her
to apply to Wooster. She
did and received a generous scholarship for African
Americans. I’m so proud
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that Wooster helps students
like her. She’s a lovely young
woman, studying a pre-med
curriculum, and didn’t have a
fighting chance without this
opportunity.”
“New gig, new town,”
wrote John Wilkinson. After
serving 18 years as pastor of
Third Presbyterian Church
in Rochester, New York, John
loaded up the truck and
moved to Philadelphia. He
began service as pastor of
the Presbyterian Church of
Chestnut Hill in September.
Sarah McGraw Krushinski
returned to campus over
the summer to attend the
Ohio Light Opera. “I took in
performances of Girl Crazy
and Pirates of Penzance, an
old favorite, in which I was
blessed to see my niece Emily
Neill ’18 perform!” In October, Sarah’s Wexford Acting
Studio produced High School
Musical, and Addams Family
will be the spring show. “Yes,
theater is my life! And my
kids are following in my
footsteps,” says Sarah. Her
daughter is a sophomore
at The University of Michigan in the School of Musical
Theater and Dance. Her
son Logan is a high school
sophomore enjoying band
and performing in musicals.
“Time truly flies,” Sarah reflects, “which is why I hope to
meet with old friends at our
class reunion in June.”
“I’m very fortunate to see
many members of the class
of ‘85,” remarks Laura
Janson Moir, who filed the
rest of these notes. “Donna
Rice Waggener hosted Andy
Moir ’86, and I, along with
Cheryl Trautmann Boop and
David Boop, for a wonderful
dinner in September.”
Over the years, a group
of Gable House women
have taken turns hosting
gatherings in their home-
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towns and this time they
descended upon Susan Allen
Hengeveld for an October
weekend communing with
nature in Indiana. Katie
English Reinhart came from
Wheaton, Illinois; Joan Tilson
Miller came from Portland,
Oregon; Shelley Schneider
Huber came from Richmond,
Virginia; and Laura traveled
from Columbus. “Susan lives
on Lake Lemon outside of
Bloomington where she is
a professor teaching biology and ornithology at IU,”
reports Laura.
In addition, Laura also
sees Shah Hasan regularly.
“Hasan coordinates a local
monthly book club that I
joined about a year ago,”
she reports. “He and I always
have a tidbit or two to catch
up on, and he was tremendous help to me while my
son investigated attending
college internationally. In the
end my son chose DePaul
University in Lincoln Park,
Illinois. That made travel
to parents’ weekend much
easier for Andy and me.”
Thank you to all the class
note contributors this issue.
In the meantime, please
keep June 4-7 in mind for our
35th reunion. Wishing you
peace and good health, from
your favorite class notes
resource.
Class Secretary

Barry Eisenberg

15736 Buena Vista Dr.
Rockville, MD 20855
beisen14@gmail.com

1986

Class Secretaries

Cindy (Panos) Papp
cmpapp@aol.com

Kenyon Mau

kenyon@humancapitaladv.com

1987

Patty Ferry reports that
she is now the community

relations director for a local
assisted living community,
and she is expecting grandchild number two in December. She misses her Holden
Hall mates and says hi!
Steve Cureton has written
that he is two and a half years
into his position of executive
presbyter of the Presbytery of
Northumberland (Presbyterian Church USA) in north-central Pennsylvania. He enjoys
Mid-Council ministry and
working with the churches
in his region. He still enjoys
living in the country with his
wife Dawn (an ex-Wooster
employee) and two cats. He
gets back to Wooster as often
as he can, as his dad and
sister (currently a Wooster
employee) live there. He is
especially proud that both his
niece (Brianna) and nephew
(John) are excelling as current
Wooster students.
Imrana Malik shared that
after being a homemaker
for more than 20 years,
she finished her master’s in
accounting and started as an
adjunct professor in accounting at Kean University in New
Jersey in September, after her
youngest went off to college.
Pamela Cibula McCrory
has been coaching the tennis
team at a small Catholic all
girls high school in Pittsburgh for the past five years.
Her daughter graduated
from George Washington
University in May and is back
home in Pittsburgh.
Melissa Terc shared her
first update since graduation. She and her husband
live on Long Island, and
she works for Abbvie as an
immunology sales specialist,
having been in pharma sales
for 20 years. They have two
kids,10th grader Rebecca and
son Douglas, who is a junior
at High Point University in
North Carolina.

Ann (Clark) Lythjohan
wrote that she caught up
with Debbie Szuba Maier in
Cincinnati for lunch in October. Debbie is working downtown at GBBN Architects.
Ann’s son Lucas is at Wooster
so she can keep up on what
is happening there. For Black
and Gold Weekend this year,
Ann and her husband spent
the day with Patrick and
Sherry Donegan, Marjan
Neyestani Khazra and her
husband, and Mary Fearon
Jack and her husband,
walking around campus,
attending the football game,
eating at Lowry, laughing,
reminiscing, and in awe at
how big the town of Wooster
has gotten. Marjan’s son is
a freshman this year so she
is planning to be in Wooster
more often.
I (Emilie) am also doing
well. I’m glad to hear so many
people are doing well from
our class!
Class Secretary

Emilie Storrs

Cathedral Station
PO Box 0542
New York, NY 10025
EmilieStorrs@gmail.com

1988

Class Secretary

Elizabeth Walsh

Lisalucywalsh@gmail.com

1989

Class Secretary

Anil Parwani

aparwani@hotmail.com

1990 30th Reunion
Class Secretary

Trond Peersen

202-276-0723
trond@peersen.com

1991

Class Secretaries

Susan Deelsnyder

385 Johnson Flat Rd.
Clinton, ME 04927

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER THROUGH MUSIC
by Eleanor Linafelt ’20

When she started playing the violin at 10 years old,
Kimberly McDonough ’17 knew that she had found her
calling. Since then, she has devoted her life to music. After
majoring in violin performance at Wooster, she is currently making a career as a professional violinist, teacher, and
composer through her business, Kimberly Hope Music
LLC, in her home in Kauai, Hawaii. McDonough credited
Thomas Wood, professor of music, and Ioana Galu, former professor of violin, for helping her become “a better
violin player, performer, teacher, and learner.” Beyond
the classroom at Wooster, she served as concertmaster
of the Wooster Symphony Orchestra during her senior
year, founded a string quartet called The String Sisters,
accompanied music majors for senior Independent Study
performances, and played solo gigs in the community.
The support McDonough received from not only her
teachers at Wooster, but also fellow students, staff members, and residents of the town motivated her to pursue
music as a career after graduation. “I am so grateful to
have people who believe in me and encourage me to
follow my passion,” McDonough said. “It is their faith and
belief in me that has inspired me to continue to pursue
this career path.”
McDonough’s career path as a professional violinist is
multifaceted, as she both teaches and performs in multiple capacities, in addition to writing original music. She
has released three singles that are available on several
retail and streaming platforms and is currently working
on a full-length album. McDonough teaches private
lessons at home, at an after-school music program, and
also as a substitute teacher for the Hawaii Department of
Education. She performs across the state under her stage
name Kimberly Hope at places as far-ranging as fashion
shows to county fairs to nursing homes. Some of her performances can be seen on her YouTube channel.

Tennischick1268@gmail.com

Katie Jones McClelland
katievjones@aim.com

1992

Beth Hahne currently lives
outside of Cincinnati with
her husband and three sons.
She works as a physical
therapist with children and
young adults, and when not
helping others, she spends
“a lot of time driving kids to
their activities!” Beth stays in
touch with Kathleen Quinn,
about whom she says, “we
live close enough that we

can get together every couple of months. Our continued roommate friendship
is a blessing to my mental
health!” I (Kathleen) agree!

Class Secretary

Kathleen Quinn

86 Faren Dr.
Highland Heights, KY 41076
wooster1992@yahoo.com or
quinnka@nku.edu

1993

Greetings ‘93ers! It’s been
30 years since the fall of ‘89,
when many of us set foot on
Wooster’s campus as first-

ALUMNI
PROFILE

Kimberly McDonough ’17
There are still moments, however, when even McDonough
struggles with self-doubt. “There are times when people
tell me that music is not a real career,” she said, adding
that “every so often, I have a hard time writing my original
music because I don’t think it’s good enough, or that no
one will like it.” However, through her experiences performing at events all over Hawaii, teaching students, and
writing original music, McDonough remembers the power
of music and the reason that she has devoted her life to
it. “I have found that my music can really help heal and
bring people together, not only in my community, but all
over the world,” she said. “Music is a universal language
that can non-verbally communicate to people worldwide.
It transcends the boundaries and walls between people,
and that’s why I find it so beautiful.”
McDonough hopes that in her dual roles as a teacher and
a performer, she can serve as an inspiration for others
who want to learn an instrument. “I hope to inspire my
students to not only learn to play well but do so with passion and heart,” she said. “The biggest impact I hope to
have on anyone is to inspire them to follow their passion,
keep practicing, and never give up!”

year students. Sometimes it
feels like we stepped into a
time machine and zap, here
we are, three decades later!
Here are some class updates:
Alexis Sparks Haakonsen
wrote, “Erik and I took
a family trip to Norway
this summer. We enjoyed
spending time with Randolph
Miles and his family during
our stop in Bergen.”
Dana Jackman interviewed prospective Wooster
students on the annual
Wooster interview day. She
reports that she is impressed

by the upcoming generation
and continues to be grateful
for opportunities to help
future Wooster students.
Dori Tinker-Stiles was
diagnosed with leukemia in
October 2018 and recently marked her one-year
milestone of surviving the
disease. She is trying to stay
grounded with friends and
family. She wrote, “It’s hard
to look back on what this
year has stolen from me, but
at the same time I’m eternally grateful for what I’ve
learned and how I’ve grown.”

CLASS
NOTES
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Dori was my (Dana
DeWeese Grande) first-year
roommate in Holden Hall. In
an odd coincidence, I too had
cancer. I will celebrate five
years cancer-free soon and
am starting a cancer survivors’ book club in Cleveland.
Whether you are well,
not well, or in-between, feel
free to reach out or keep
us updated.
Class Secretaries

Dana Jackman
Dana Grande

collegeofwooster1993
@gmail.com1994

1994

Hello everyone! We had
our 25th Reunion in June and
elected, via peer pressure, a
new set of class officers. We
have Dave Knox and Sarah
Prince Carlson serving as
co-presidents and I’m serving
as class secretary. Along with
the election we had a lot of
social time with the chance to
catch up with people whom
I had not seen since before
email became a thing.
I (John) have been busy this
summer working for the VA in
the Veterans Benefits Administration. My role is to help
give veterans additional disability compensation if they
adopt a child, among other
things, which is a rewarding
position, I’m working part
time for the U.S. Coast Guard
as a reservist on projects to
revise and update some security policies as we prepare
for the Democratic National
Convention which is coming
to Milwaukee in July of 2020.
Becky Gardner wrote, “I’m
in my fourth-year teaching
music with South Carolina
Connections Academy, an
online public charter school.
I’m slowly working on my
master’s degree in music education from Kent State. Our
oldest son is in the middle of
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the college search and is considering Wooster, along with
some colleges that are considerably closer to our home
in South Carolina. Our other
two children are in 9th and
7th grades. All three of them
were active in the marching
band this fall so I spent a lot
of time volunteering with the
band, color guard, and just
being a band mom. It was
great to reconnect with everyone at the 25th reunion.”
I look forward to sharing
class news and photos, please
contact me or message me
on Facebook through The
College of Wooster class of
1994 Facebook page.
Class Secretary

John Parsons

parsons3@me.com

1995 25th Reunion

Rob Kugler wrote in to say
that he recently met up in Cincinnati for Oktoberfest with
fellow ’95 alumni John Yoder,
Brandon Kutz, and Steve
Young as well as ’96 alumni
Ben Alcorn and Chris Butler.
He notes that “we’ve gathered
annually for Oktoberfest for
over 20 years!” Rob and Heidi
Schulz Kugler ’94 continue to
live in Northern Virginia with
their three kids. His third novel, When Only Love Remains,
the third book in his “Avery &
Angela” series, was released
in October, and he reports
that it is doing very well, with
promotions for the series
leading all three books to the
top of several Amazon bestseller charts. With the fourth
and final book in the series
in production, he is hoping
for a release early in 2020. He
notes, “Then with the series
complete, I will be able to get
back to writing other things.
The series is available in the
Wilson Bookstore on campus,
and we’re hoping to be able to
do some sort of event during

alumni weekend next year!”

Bfriedman216@gmail.com

Brad Dixon

1998

Class Secretaries

ppageno@aol.com

Meg Braun

megb1973@gmail.com

1996

Class Secretaries

Pandora Cunningham

pandora.cunningham@gmail.com

Katy Anderson

katoodle@gmail.com

1997

Greetings and hope 2020
is starting off as a great year
for you and your families.
Here is what our classmates
shared recently:
From Jessica Nelson
Harbeson: “Eric Harbeson ‘95
and I had brunch with Jennifer Fonfara ‘94 in Boulder,
Colorado. Jen was visiting
the area, but Eric and I have
lived in Boulder for 10 years.
We’d be happy to see any
other Wooster folks who are
traveling along Colorado’s
Front Range.“
From Donnell Wyche:
“Greetings from Ann Arbor,
Michigan. My wife Maria and
I celebrated our 17th year of
marriage and are balancing
the parenting life with three
kids: Mikaela, Sebastian, and
Alyvia. This is my 20th year
as a pastor at the Vineyard
Church of Ann Arbor. This
past July, our church partnered with RIP Medical Debt
to cancel $2.9 million dollars
of medical debt for 2,120 of
our neighbors living in Ann
Arbor and seven surrounding
counties. We are currently
working on opening a free
preschool in Ypsilanti to close
the educational and achievement gaps between Ann
Arbor and Ypsilanti.”
Class Secretary

Brian A. Friedman

17824 East Park Drive
Cleveland, Ohio 44119

Dori Merrill-Campbell enjoyed a great visit with Nikoo
Kasmai and family in Berkeley, California, last June. She
spent the rest of her summer
making dairy-free ice cream
with her 9 and 11-year-olds
from products made by her
current plant-based food
technology company Ripple
Foods. Her working parent
time is spent traveling the
west to build their brand,
managing a sponsorship
with the LAGalaxy as well
as various other sales &
marketing activities. Wooster
friends traveling to LA or the
OC areas are always welcome
to get in touch!
Class Secretaries

Holly (Kyle) Dixon

8269 Mellon Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45242
hollykdixon@gmail.com

Sally Lenore Thelen
slthelen@gmail.com

Sandra Kozera

skozera@gmail.com

1999

Greetings, class of ‘99.
As a result of June’s 20th
reunion, in addition to Timeka Thomas Rashid taking
over as president, our class
also has new co-secretaries.
I (Sarah Fenske) blame my
involvement on a very late
night with a raucous crew
at Bornhuetter Hall. I seem
to recall saying I would
only do it if Rorie Nicole
Harris promised to do all
the work. Fortunately, she
acquiesced, so here we are!
Rorie wrote, “I am still
living in Memphis, working
for FedEx Services designing candidate selection and
organizational performance
processes. Trust me, it’s way
more fun than it sounds! I
had a great time catching

up with classmates at the
reunion this summer! I’m
marking my calendar for the
next one. I hope you do the
same! In the meantime, send
in your updates. We would
love to hear from you!”
Among the late-night
revelers at Bornhuetter
(who, again, I blame for this
assignment) was my old
pal Mike DiPaolo. He wrote,
“After nearly 18 years of
running a history museum,
I’ve changed jobs and am
now the vice president for
southern Delaware at the
Delaware Community Foundation. I’m still living at the
beach with my wife, Jill, and
our two kids.”
Also making big changes
this year, and also having
a blast at the reunion: my
former co-editor of The
Wooster Voice, Dawn (Packer)
Grenier. She’s still using
her journalism skills. After
years writing for communications and fundraising, she
launched her own grants
consulting business in
2019 to work with a wider
range of human service
nonprofits. She lives in
Lowell, Massachusetts, with
her spouse and 10-year-old.
Even bigger changes came
to Eric Bakken. The former
The Wooster Voice photographer has returned from
seven years teaching kindergarten and enjoying the sun
and sand on the coast of the
Red Sea. While teaching at
the community schools for
the King Abdullah University
of Science and Technology
he met his wife, a researcher,
and they have since relocated
to Denver, where they own
and manage three coffee
shops and a coffee roastery.
“If you are in Denver, stop by
the Village Roaster and say
hello,” he says.
Also having a blast at the

rorieharris@gmail.com

crunching leaves and the
distant sound of a marching band practice. It’s my
strangest autumn yet here in
eastern Pennsylvania, where
I’m indulging in my 40th year
of the sights and sounds and
smells of the fall from home
on maternity leave. This
August, my husband Rob and
I welcomed our sweet daughter Piper Jane to the family.
She joins enthusiastic siblings
Lydia, Henry, and James. By
November I’ll be back to work
in the hardest job I ever loved,
teaching music in the nearby
Reading School District.
Every June I fantasize about
making a trip back for Alumni
Weekend, but maybe we’re
destined to fill up the minivan
for the 500 mile trip to a
home football game so my
kids can finally see why I insist
that no amount of combing
out a horse-hair sporran at
band camp could ever negate
the influence of the Scot
Marching Band experience.”
Marcus Fowler wrote: “In
the past few years, my wife
Courtney and I moved to the
Clintonville neighborhood of
Columbus, bought our first
home, celebrated Courtney’s
completion of her doctorate
in German Applied Linguistics and Language science,
had a daughter Ellie (expected Wooster Class of 2040),
and both Courtney and I now
work for Denison University.
If you’re in the Columbus
area, feel free to look us up!”

2000 20th Reunion

Chris Powers

reunion were my partners
in crime Divya Thadani and
Kami Marguardt. Kami is
still killing it in the beer industry in Cleveland. And she
gets to see Divya more frequently these days, because
Divya has left New York City
for Pittsburgh. Divya wrote,
“It was great to see so many
people at our 20th reunion.
My husband, Barry, and
two little sons had a blast
too. They love going back to
‘mommy’s college!’ Since we
are so close now, we’ve been
back a few times for events
at the College. I work at PPG
where I lead strategy for one
of our business units.”
Finally, I have a little news
of my own. After 20 years in
the newspaper business, I
took a job last summer as the
host of St. Louis on the Air.
It’s a daily public affairs talk
show on NPR’s flagship in St.
Louis, St. Louis Public Radio
(KWMU). It’s been a huge
learning curve but also a
blast. My husband and I are
also attempting to raise two
little girls. Cecilia is 4 and
Vivienne is 1. If you find yourself in St. Louis, get in touch
and drinks are on me! And if
not, well, send me an update
for our class notes. These will
only be worth reading if you
decide to spill.
Class Secretaries

Sarah Fenske

sarahfenske1@gmail.com

Rorie Nicole Harris

Class Secretary

Joan (Hammer) Amaratti
408-603-3903
joanamaratti@gmail.com

2001

Helen Hagerty Clark
wrote, “I find myself particularly nostalgic for Wooster
in the fall, something about

Class Secretary

520 Roberts Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13207
cpow7@yahoo.com

2002

Welcome to two new tiny
Scots: Julian Cullen Esber,
born Aug. 3, 2019, to Miriam
Esber and Jen Cullen, and
older sister Charlotte

(Charley), and Rebekah
Lucille Concitis, born Sept.
18, 2019 to Rachel (Renkes)
Concitis and Bob Concitis,
and big brother Bradley.
Congratulations to all!

CLASS
NOTES

Class Secretaries

Liz (Farina) Markel

liz.farina@gmail.com

Jennifer (Petkovsek) Murphy

jenniferlmurphy1980@gmail.com

2003

Class Secretary

Margaret Stigler

2031 W. Augusta Blvd. #2
Chicago, IL 60622
margaret.stigler@gmail.com

2004

Class Secretary

Laura (Hennigan) Husarek
3809 Park Ave.
Brookfield, IL 60513
laurahusarek@gmail.com

2005 15th Reunion
Class Secretary

Amanda Dobler

amanda.dobler@gmail.com

2006

David Lin and Ashley
Maciulaitis were married in
2018 and welcomed a son in
August 2019. Ashley is working as a physical therapist at
Denver Health Hospital. Her
husband’s brewery, Comrade
Brewing Company, won Small
Brewing Company of the
Year at the Great American
Beer Festival.
Douglas and Kelly (Gesch)
Buchanan, and black lab,
Grover, welcomed Marianne
Lee Buchanan into the world
on Oct. 4, 2019. Kelly works as
a freelance singer and serves
as chorus manager of the
Baltimore Choral Arts Society;
Doug currently serves as
organist and director of music
at St. David’s Episcopal Church
in Baltimore and as artistic
director of the Maryland
Choral Society, and teaches
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LIVING AND BREATHING LITERARY ARTS
ALUMNI
PROFILE

by Eleanor Linafelt ’20

During his time at Wooster, Dan Darling ’00 said that he
“lived and breathed the literary arts.” He majored in English,
minored in Chinese cultural studies, and worked for the
Artful Dodge literary magazine, but didn’t do much writing
of his own until after graduating college. After holding an
assortment of jobs as a circus performer, bartender, IRS
agent, and magician, Darling went on to receive a Master of
Fine Arts in Creative Writing from the University of Mexico.
“Wooster prepared me to be an artist without me even
realizing it,” Darling said. Though much of this preparation
came from his studies in literature, history, and culture,
Darling also said that “More than anything, Wooster built
empathy for others into the curriculum, which is the most
important quality of a storyteller and human being.”
Darling uses the empathy for others that he learned
to have at Wooster in the writing that he does today.
He describes the genre that he writes in as a blend of
popular fiction and social realism with the goal of using
“mainstream fiction as an outcry against social injustice.”
His first novel Archaeopteryx, published in 2017, protests
the United States’ immigration detention system. The book

CLASS
NOTES

at the Peabody Conservatory
and Dickinson College.
Class Secretary

Patti Ross

ross.patricia@gmail.com

2007

Class Secretaries

Ashley Brandt

310 S. Hancock St. #306
Louisville, KY 40202
ashleybrandt84@gmail.com

Joy Bronson

1235 Lewis St. Apt 101
Nashville, TN 37210-3458
joyebronson@gmail.com

2008

Martha Dowell wrote,
“My family and I have moved
to Osan Air Base, an hour
south of Seoul, South Korea.
I have already run into a few
Wooster alumni and am on
the search for more. So, if
any other Wooster people
out there are around the
peninsula, let’s meet up!”
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On Aug. 10, 2019, Justine
McCullough married Andrew
Rozal at her family farm in
Mercer County, Pennsylvania.
The wedding was attended
by Katie Foulds, Stephanie
Fuller ‘09, Lindsey Gucciardo
‘10, and Alexandra Storch
‘08. Justine and Andy live in
Brooklyn, NY.

Class Secretaries

Heather Closen

heather.closen@gmail.com

Kyle Closen

kclosen08@gmail.com

2009

Class Secretaries

Taryn Gress

5965 Hodgman Dr.
Parma Heights, OH 44130
tarynhgress@gmail.com

Carly Carey

carlylcarey@gmail.com

2010 10th Reunion
Class Secretaries

John Obery

Dan Darling ’00
that he is currently working on is a mystery novel dealing
with toxic masculinity and sexual assault. “I view my role in
the community as someone who raises an alarm for people
who don’t already hear it and as someone who speaks as an
ally for those who are suffering,” Darling said.
In addition to being an author, Darling is a professor of
English at Normandale Community College in Bloomington,
Minnesota. As both a practitioner and teacher of the literary
arts, Darling said that due to his preparation from Wooster,
“Arts are at the center of my career.”

Sarah Coffin

2010Wooster@gmail.com

2011

Owen Reynolds earned
his J.D. in 2016 and has been
working for Campbell Woods,
PLLC, since that year. In May
2019, he was admitted to the
Criminal Justice Act Panel for
the Southern District of
West Virginia.
Kyle Thomas married Kyle
Smestad on May 24, 2019,
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Many Wooster grads were
in attendance to help the
newlyweds celebrate.
Congratulations to
Chelsea Stamm, who earned
her Ph.D. in Molecular Microbiology from the University
of Texas Southwestern in
May 2019. She now lives
in Seattle, where she is a
postdoctoral fellow at the
University of Washington.
Lauren Camacci recently

relocated to Cleveland, Ohio,
after completing a two-year
postdoctoral teaching fellowship at Penn State. She earned
her Ph.D. in Communication
Arts & Sciences from PSU in
2017. Lauren now works for a
DevOps (technology) company
as their content creator and
is glad to be back among the
robust Wooster alumni community of Cleveland.
Class Secretary

Lauren Camacci

lcamacci@gmail.com
2011woosterclass@gmail.com

2012

Rennee Hennemann
shared that she has been
working as a curatorial
assistant with the Summit
County Historical Society
since April 2019.
Amanda Koehn,
who graduated with a
degree in psychology,
was named the lifestyles

editor at the Cleveland
Jewish Publication Company
(CJPC) in October. She
received a master’s degree
in journalism from the Medill
School of Journalism at
Northwestern University in
2016 and has since worked
as a staff reporter for CJPC
and as the Columbus Bureau
Chief. Koehn has received
multiple journalism awards
for her writing.
Class Secretaries

Kristen Schwartz

schwartz.kris@gmail.com

Elizabeth Striegl

estriegl26@gmail.com

2013

Devin Giles received her
MBA in 2018 from Pennsylvania State University, where
she concentrated in sustainability & strategic leadership
and earned a graduate
certificate in sustainability
management and policy.
Devin currently lives in Memphis, Tennessee, and works
as a sustainability project
leader at International Paper,
where she is responsible for
shaping the enterprise-wide
sustainability strategy.
After getting her master’s
in nursing at Emory University, Elizabeth Plumley is
now working as a certified
nurse midwife at Bayfront
Hospital in St. Petersburg,
Florida. She works at a
community health clinic to
support women through
all transitions of life and
enjoys talking to teens about
family planning, consent, and
healthy relationships. She
balances the crazy call
schedule and late-night
deliveries with as much
beach time as possible.
Kara and Nikolai
Radzinski graduated in May
2019 from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison with
their doctoral degrees. Niko-

lai received his Ph.D.
in biophysics and Kara
received her doctorate of
veterinary medicine. They
now live in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, where Nikolai
is working as a post-doc at
MIT and Kara is an associate
veterinarian at a small and
exotic animal hospital.
Lauren Smith-Lemesh
married Josh Lemesh on
Sept. 1, 2019, in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. In attendance
from the Class of ’13 were
Amanda (Meier) Allen,
Amanda Collins, Luke
Butcher, and Roxie Deer.
Sarah Smith-Polderman
has been living in Cincinnati
since graduating from
Wooster. She got her
master’s in education from
The University of Cincinnati
in August of 2014 and has
been teaching for Cincinnati
Public Schools for the past six
years. She currently teaches
pre-calculus and AP calculus
and serves as the math
department chair at Withrow
University High School. She is
also in the process of getting
her master’s in math from
the University of Cincinnati in
hopes of teaching collegelevel math classes to
advanced high school
students through a College
Credit Plus program.
Maddie Socolar Benavent
and her husband Herby have
been living and traveling
on their sailboat for the
past two years. They began
in Baltimore, Maryland,
and have since crossed the
Atlantic from Bermuda to the
Azores, and this past year,
from the Azores to mainland Portugal. They work
very hard to earn money
through their YouTube vlog,
Rigging Doctor, which has
14,000 subscribers. They sell
t-shirts and Maddie does
painting commissions. They

plan on spending two more
years at sea exploring the
Mediterranean and the Caribbean before returning to a
semi-normal lifestyle.
Claire Stragand moved to
Denver, Colorado, over four
years ago and does not regret
it. She is currently in her third
year of teaching American
history at a small high school.
Evelyn Clarke and
Christina Bowerman welcomed Calvin Clarke to their
family on June 11, 2019.
Class Secretary

Lauren Gilliss

410-596-0256
lgilliss13@gmail.com

2014

Class Secretary

Bria Price

or if you are interested in being
secretary for your class.

2019

CLASS
NOTES

Haylee Maude, who graduated with a bachelor’s in
English, was accepted as an
education volunteer in North
Macedonia for the Peace
Corps. She is interested in
teaching in low-income areas,
both in the U.S. and internationally. She left for the Peace
Corps position in September
and will be volunteering
in North Macedonia for 27
months on community-based
development projects.  
Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’19
or if you are interested in being
secretary for your class.

Briaprice01@gmail.com

2015 5th Reunion
Class Secretaries

Arielle Cerini

acerini15@wooster.edu

Holly Hickman

holly.a.hickman11@gmail.com

2016

Class Secretaries

Sarah Cali

scali16@wooster.edu

Kaitlin Starr

kstarr@utees.com

2017

Ian Ferguson was hired
by the Cardington-Lincoln
Public Library in Cardington,
Ohio, as the youth services
librarian in August. He will
be heading the brand new
2019-2020 STEPS Story Time
program for building literacy
skills and encouraging the
curiosity of young children.
Class Secretary

Katie Stock

k77.stock@gmail.com

2018

Email alumni@wooster.edu with
your notes for the Class of ’18
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WEDDINGS
1 Kimberly Carter ‘16 married
Kevin Fenk, May 3, 2019, Grange
Insurance Audubon Center,
Columbus, OH. Left to right:
Sarah Cali ‘16, Madeline Lipkin
’16, Kimberly Carter ’16, Kevin
Fenk, Danielle Spinden ‘15,
Olivia Martinez-Murphy ‘16.

1

3

2

4

2 Kyle Thomas ‘11 married Kyle
Smestad, May 24, 2019, Minneapolis,
MN. Left to right: Loni Stouffer ‘13,
Paul Joseph ‘14, Madeleine Naylor
‘11, Maggie Goss ‘11, Emma
DeLooze-Klein ‘11, Maggie
Donnelly ‘11, Jason Weingardt ‘12,
Anne Briggs ‘15, Ryan O’Dell ‘14,
Kyle Smestad, Kyle Thomas ‘11,
Stuart Thomas ‘78, Robin Light
Thomas ‘78, Megan Thomas ‘08,
Kevin Carpenter ‘12, Erin Carpenter
‘10, Nikolai Radzinski ‘13, Kara
Radzinski ‘13.
3 Tyler Gerwig ’15 married Kalie
Outwater, July 6, 2019. Back Row:
Mitch Czerniak ’15, Matt Osolinski
’15, Cody Daniel ’15, Ian Crawford ’15,
Tyler Gerwig ’15, Colin Woodward
’15; front row: Brandon James ’15,
Kalie Outwater, Chase Ullman ’15.
4 Ashley Maciulaitis ‘06 married
David Lin, 2018: Ashley Maciulaitis
‘06, David Lin, Emily Sterling Wright
‘06, Wes Wright ‘03.

5

6

5 Alison (Inderfurth) Wright ‘06
married Howard Wright, Kent
Island, Maryland, April 27, 2019.
Back row: Martha (Huiskamp)
Bender ‘05, Lari (Meyer) Barry ‘04,
Nicole Greene ‘05, Andrea (Porter)
Hoefling ‘05, Sarah (Hamerstone)
Castro ‘06, Elizabeth Harrington
Bowker ‘06, Alison (Bongiovani)
Bosch ‘06, Tyler Bosch ‘06, Courtney Holmes ‘05, Kait Ross ‘05;
front row: Molly (Spirer) Connors
‘04, Abby (Johnson) Mullen ‘05,
Beth Skelton ‘05, Erica Frazier
Young ‘05, Gillian Helwig ‘08.
6 Justine McCullough ’08 married
Andrew Rozal, Aug. 10, 2019, at her
family farm in Mercer County, PA:
Katie Foulds ’08, Stephanie Fuller
’09, Justine McCullough ’08, Lindsey
Gucciardo ’10, Alexandra Storch ’08.

7
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7 Lauren Smith-Lemesh ’13 married Josh Lemesh, Sept. 1, 2019, Pittsburgh, PA. Left to right: Amanda
(Meier) Allen ’13, Amanda Collins
’13, Lauren Smith-Lemesh ’13, Luke
Butcher ’13, Roxie Deer ’13.

WOOSTER ENCOUNTERS
1 Erik Haakonsen ’93, Alexis
Sparks Haakonsen ’93, and
Randolph Miles ’93 visited in
Bergen, Norway.
2 At a family reunion in
Granby, Colorado in July 2019,
from left to right, are Colin
Haverkamp ’08, Rowan
Haverkamp, Beth Haverkamp
’75, James Haverkamp ’70,
Heidi Haverkamp ’98, and
Jennifer Haverkamp ’79.
3 Fiorella Simoni ‘91
unexpectedly ran into former
fellow sorority sister and
chemistry major Marybeth
Stukus ’90 on the beach in
North Carolina in August.

1

2

3

4

510

6

7

8

4 Mary (Fearon) Jack ’87,
Marjan Neyestani Khazra ’87,
Ann (Clark) Lythjohan ’87, and
Sherry Donegan ’87 gathered
at Black and Gold Weekend
this year.
5 Jim Caruso ’77, Ernie Fischer
’77, Ed Gilliss ’77, Sam Sisodia
’77, Dave Roberts ’77, Bruce
Shaw ’77, Dale Osterman ’77,
Dave Kirkpatrick ’77, and Bill
Kozane ’77 (seated) gathered
in late August in Nashville,
Tennessee.
6 Michael Cynkar ’09, Jane
Bartha ’09, Andrew Gress ’09,
Norelle Gress, Taryn (Higgins)
Gress ’09, James Gress, Cindy
McCann ’71, Nancy Bartha ’74,
Jim Bartha ’74, Robert Rutan
’77 gathered at the wedding of
Molly McCann in Colorado.
7 Evelyn Clarke ‘13 &
Christina Bowerman ‘13
welcomed Calvin Clarke to
their family in June.
8 Shaker Heights residents
Lori Thorrat ’88, Tony Love
’86, Natalie Isvarin-Love ‘88,
Kandis Anderson Williams
’96, Mark Sutherland ’76, and
Sandeep Bhatia ’89 attended
a benefit party for the Shaker
Heights (Ohio) Development
Corporation in August.
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WOOSTER ENCOUNTERS
9 Claire (Lewis) Bellamy ’11,
Ben Bellamy ‘12, and Eleanor
(future class of ‘42), visited
Wooster for Black and Gold
Weekend.
Photo: Sally Soto Ladrach ‘13

10 Jill Slaney, Bob Slaney ’64,
Vicky Ferry ’65, John Ferry ’63,
Sam Vasiu ’64, Nancy Terjesen,
Ann Vasiu, and Barry Terjesen
’64 gathered at Sleeping Bear
Dunes in Michigan.

10

9

11 Linda Burgoon ’82, Phyllis Jones ’82, Sheryl Lauber
Weden ’82 and Sydney Smyth
Turner ’82 gathered in
Boothbay Harbor, Maine for
the annual shopping trip after
Thanksgiving, all wearing
matching sock monkey PJs.
12 Naveeshini Nair Chandran
’15, Nataliya Coll ’15, Harper
Luke ’15, Maya Jones ’15, and
Jalyn Glassco ’15 reunited for a
weeklong trip exploring New
York City.

12

11

RECENT ALUMNI BOOKS

Danny Craine ’08
El Dorado Freddy’s
Belt Publishing, 2020
In this book of poetry,
Caine “reviews” chain
restaurants, taking on
topics such as parenting,
the Midwest, politics, and
chicken fingers alongside
photographs by Tara Wray.
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Dan Cryer ’65
Forgetting My Mother: A
Blues from the Heartland
Parafine Press, 2019
This memoir is an account
of the author’s exploration
of the mysterious life of
his mother who died when
Cryer was eight years old.
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Elaine Fry ’71
Does My Soul Fly to Heaven
on a Kite?
Christian Faith
Publishing, 2018
Inspired by the author’s
grandson, this children’s
picture book grapples
with questions of faith
in a whimsical and
educational manner.

Becky Young Miller ’05
Transplanting Hope: A Journey Through Pain, Addiction,
and the Miracle of a Rare
Surgical Procedure
Independently published,
2019
This memoir chronicles the
story of the author’s
struggle with an undiagnosed illness that changes
the trajectory of her life.
After losing her job,
community, and pancreas,
Miller ultimately found
renewed strength.

Betsy Muller ’81
The Comeback: An Energy
Makeover Love Story
The Indigo Connection
Press, 2019
This is a memoir about
how the author’s husband, also a Wooster
graduate, recovered
from a serious brain
injury after time
spent in intensive care
and rehabilitation.

RECENT
ALUMNI
BOOKS

Ribbons of Scarlet tells untold, relevant history by Eleanor Linafelt ’20

S

ophie Perinot ’86 was
the first member of
her graduating class to
declare a history major after
taking a history seminar
during her first semester
that ignited her passion
for the discipline. She
found herself particularly
drawn to women’s history
and focused on women in
both her junior and senior
Independent Study projects.
After leaving a career in
law, Perinot decided to
return to the interests that
she developed at Wooster
by writing historical fiction
novels particularly centered
on the underrepresented
stories of women. “Wooster
really emboldened me
to think about pursuing
passions, and I would
say that’s what I’m doing
now,” she said. Perinot

Garner Scott Odell ’54
Emerald,
Mirador Publishing,
second edition 2016
The first in a series of thrillers based on gemstones,
Emerald is a suspense novel
that follows the story of
a German businessman’s
quest through Europe to
find a missing emerald.

came back to campus in
October to launch her most
recent novel, Ribbons of
Scarlet: A Novel of the French
Revolution’s Movement, which
she coauthored with five
other writers.
Ribbons of Scarlet is a novel
which tells the largely
unsung story of the women
involved in the French
Revolution. Perinot stressed
the importance of reinserting
this history into our collective
knowledge, pointing out that
“It’s one of the first times in
Western society that women
were demanding the vote,
that women were literally
demanding their right to
bear arms on the floor of the
constituent assembly, and
we forget that.” By showing
how powerful women
were during the French

Sophie Perinot ’86
Ribbons of Scarlet: A Novel
of the French Revolution’s
Women
William Morrow
Paperbacks, 2019
Coauthored with five other
writers, the novel tells the
largely unsung story of
the women involved in the
French Revolution.

Revolution, Perinot hopes
to illuminate that women’s
history is more complicated
than we are led to believe.
“The average person has this
unbelievable misconception
that women’s history is
linear and it’s always getting
better,” she said, but there
have been moments of
progress and pushback
throughout.
Though Ribbons of Scarlet
is set in late eighteenthcentury France, Perinot sees
distinct parallels between the
experience of the women in
the novel and that of women
today. As Perinot explained,
“This book is such a book
of the moment because
we are in this tremendous
period of female political
activism now.” Though all
of her books are works of

Cathy (Culp) Posner ’91
Crafting a Resume that
Lands You the Job
Incredible Messages
Press, 2019
Posner’s book is a step-bystep guide to creating an
impressive resume.

historical fiction, Perinot
is still deeply interested
in their connection to the
present day. “I write stories
set in the past, but I try to
make them about issues,
emotions, and relationships
that are universal,” she said.
Perinot wants her novels
to appeal to a general
audience in order to “make
people interested in history
and care about history and
look further into history,”
something she herself was
so inspired to do in her very
first semester at Wooster.

Anton Tkachenko ’07
Living Abundantly on
Limited Assets
Independently
published, 2019
This book tracks
Tkachenko’s story of attempting to live a minimalist lifestyle in Los Angeles,
detaching from material
objects and, eventually,
even non-material things.

Melissa Wagner ’96
Everything I Need to Know I Learned from
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood and Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood: A Visual History
Clarkson Potter (imprint of Penguin
Random House), 2019
Wagner has two books out about the
children’s television show “Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood.” The first is a gift book full
of colorful illustrations and quotes from
the show. The second is a comprehensive
visual history which includes exclusive photographs, rare ephemera, and anecdotes
from those involved in producing the show.
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IN MEMORIAM
Since the last issue, the Office of Alumni and Family Engagement
became aware of the deaths of the following alumni by Nov. 15, 2019.
Contact alumni@wooster.edu with information about the deaths of
alumni or for more information.

‘33, Elinor L. (May) Gattshall, Sept. 19, 2019, Piqua, OH

‘60, Kiester Connelly, Sept. 7, 2019, Sanford, FL

‘42, Thomas S. Crow, July 7, 2017, Groton, MA

‘60, Jacqueline H. (Peckham) Connelly, Aug. 13, 2017, Sanford, FL

‘44, Marian G. (Floyd) Francis, Feb. 6, 2016, Lyndhurst, OH

‘60, James F. Traer, Nov. 8, 2019, Plymouth, MA

‘45, E. Wayne Cliffe, Oct. 30, 2017, Laguna Niguel, CA

‘62, Margaret L. (Herold) Brown, July 28, 2019, Pensacola, FL

‘48, Charles R. Vaughn, Aug. 19, 2019, Maumee, OH

‘63, Marian Elizabeth (Gelinas) Horn, March 16, 2019, Nanaimo, Canada

‘49, Mary M. (Snyder) Beuter, Nov. 9, 2019, Bloomfield Hills, MI

‘65, David W. Schall, July 26, 2019, Brunswick, ME

‘49, Margaret Sneed Coplen, Aug. 12, 2019, Jefferson City, MO

‘66, David C. Twining, Sept. 23, 2019, Suwanee, GA

‘50, Adelia J. (Miraldi) Harsar, May 14, 2019, Lorain, OH

‘67, William C. Lewis, Nov. 4, 2019, Willow Spring, NC

‘50, Herbert C. Spencer, Sept. 11, 2019, Wooster, OH

‘68, Susan M. (Moreland) Cameron, Sept. 15, 2019, Lambertville, MI

‘50, Ruth R. (Randall) Plympton, Oct. 1, 2019, Dahlonega, GA

‘68, Robert H. Craig, Oct. 19, 2019, Albuquerque, NM

‘52, R. Jarvis Ross, Oct. 8, 2019, San Diego, CA

‘70, Arnie N. James, May 17, 2019, Somerville, MA

‘54, Natalie A. (Johnson) Beidler, March 28, 2019, Tipp City, OH

‘70, Brian C. McDonald, April 7, 2017, Indianapolis, IN

‘55, John L. Ammer, Aug. 17, 2019, Pittsburgh, PA

‘70, Anne H. (Hayden) Peters, Oct. 9, 2019, Bryn Mawr, PA

‘56, Gene G. Grim, Aug. 16, 2019, Dalton, OH

‘71, Paul J. Becka, Aug. 23, 2019, Overland Park, KS

‘56, George M. Taylor, Sept. 16, 2018, Harrisburg, PA

‘71, Ronald G. Mayer, Aug. 9, 2019, Slatersville, RI

‘57, Marilyn V (Vaughan) Paulson, Jan. 31, 2019, Sagamore Hills, OH

‘83, Thomas J. Geyer, July 27, 2019, Kansas City, MO

‘57, Daniel M. Snyder, Aug. 30, 2019, Findlay, OH

‘83, Mary E. (Lawrence) Kerr, Aug. 15, 2019, Wooster, OH

Trustee
Steven A. Minter, Sept. 19, 2019, Cleveland, OH
Minter, an African American leader for government and non-profit organizations, graduated from Baldwin-Wallace College in 1960.
His first job was a case study worker for the Cuyahoga County Welfare Department, and he later become the department’s director. In
1984, Minter was named the Cleveland Foundation’s executive director and president, staying there until his retirement (2003). During
that time, the non-profit focused on what he called the “enduring issues” of public education, housing, health care, and jobs, with the
Foundation making sustained multi-million-dollar commitments to support those initiatives. Minter’s skills as a collaborator, mentor, and
social justice advocate, as well as his belief in the value of a liberal arts education, aligned with Wooster’s long-held values. Minter first
became a Wooster trustee in 1978, then was an active trustee from 1981-2004, serving on a number of committees: executive, faculty
relations, admissions policy, academic affairs, development, nominations, and finance.
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Q. What was your favorite food on campus?
We asked you to share your favorite campus food and you answered.
Thank you to all the alumni who shared their memories on Facebook this summer!
Read some of our favorite responses and participate in the next prompt below.

QUESTION &
ANSWERS

A.

“When I was there, we had sit down
served meals! I was a waitress in Lower
Holden. Got first dibs on rice pudding!”
–Marilyn Cogan Eisenhardt ’57

A.

A.“Sunday night, Holden Hall, buffet
dinners, leftovers from the week!”

–Judith McBurney Richards ‘65

A. “My favorite was the cookies. I

worked in the bakery the four years I was
at Wooster. Got my favorite cookie recipe
broken down to make at home and still
have it. It had rice crispy cereal, chocolate
chips, oatmeal, and coconut.”
–Ann Clark Lythjohan ’87

“I still dream of those triangle hash
browns and sausage gravy on the Lowry
buffet at breakfast time. Still can’t find a
match for those, and I’ve been searching
for 20 years now!”
–Shane Bartholomew ’00

A.

“The best meal I ever had was one
November in Lowry when the staff put
on a pre-Thanksgiving harvest meal. There
was a table piled high with artisan breads
and fancy cheeses, and by mutual agreement, a friend and I just gorged ourselves
on bread and cheese. It was delicious.”
–Dan Shortridge ’02

A.

“After a night out, a chicken sandwich or grilled cheese, and fries from
Mom’s Truck Stop! Nothing better! As
for Lowry, the Rice Krispies treats always
made my day!”
–Jen Makovics ’94

A. “I liked being introduced to the samosas at the international station —now one
of my favorite foods.”
–Audrey Hudak ’11

Q. In keeping with the theme of this issue, what arts enrichment opportunities were

you involved in as a student—a theatre production, a performance, a student group?

Tell us about an experience you enjoyed. Send your responses to wooster_magazine@wooster.edu or watch for
the contest on Facebook this March. Some lucky contributors will receive prizes that celebrate their Wooster pride!

Wooster
The College of Wooster | 1189 Beall Avenue
Wooster, Ohio 44691-2363

Alumni Weekend

JUNE 4-7, 2020

Come Back!

Remember late nights with friends, long Lowry lunches,
and sunny afternoons on the quad? See your classmates again, revisit your old haunts,
and make fresh memories at Wooster this spring!
woosteralumni.org/alumniweekend
Point your phone’s camera at the QR code to learn more.

